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A BREAK IN TEXT

Campus Blood Drive
10 a.m., La Tienda

The American Red Cross bloodmobile
will be next to the Free Speech steps
until 4 p.m. today and next Tuesday. For
more information, contact (619) 594-
5221.

TIDES

Diverse
talks at
SDSU

There have been 14 reported cases of people con-
tracting Hepatitis A after visiting the Chipotle restau-
rant in La Mesa, according to the San Diego County
Health and Human Services Agency.

The restaurant was closed last Tuesday and
Wednesday as health inspectors tried to find the
outbreak’s cause, but it is back open and operating. 

According to an e-mail from Chipotle spokesper-
son Chris Arnold, the health department inspected
the restaurant on April 3, 22 and 23, and received
an “A” grade every time.

Luis Resendiz, a supervisor at the La Mesa
restaurant, said all 26 employees were tested for
Hepatitis A. All tests came back clean and the
employees were cleared to resume work.

“The (health) department came in and they
couldn’t find anything,” Resendiz said. “It’s scary.”

Arnold’s e-mail also included an official state-
ment regarding the situation from Chipotle presi-
dent and CEO Monty Moran.

“The health and safety of our customers and
employees is our top priority,” Moran said. “We have
the highest standards for all of our food preparation
and food handling procedures, and began cooperat-
ing immediately with local health authorities.”

Dr. Gregg Lichtenstein, medical sirector of San
Diego State’s Student Health Services, advises any
student who ate at the restaurant between March 1
and April 22 to seek medical help. 

There are a limited amount of Hepatitis A vac-

cines available through SHS ($23 per dose) or your
health care provider, but they are only effective
when taken within two weeks of exposure.

“It’s a rapidly diminishing window in which they
may have eaten there that a Hepatitis A vaccine may
be helpful,” Lichtenstein said. “And it’s controversial
whether it does that much good in this kind of situ-
ation. It doesn’t make sense for someone who ate
there on March 1 to get vaccinated now because if
they were going to have the Hepatitis infection, they
would’ve already had it.”

A memo from Lichtenstein notes that if you have
eaten at the restaurant recently, be aware of these
symptoms: fatigue, abdominal discomfort, dark
urine, light-colored stool, headaches, nausea, vomit-
ing, diarrhea, itching or jaundice.

“If you are not ill, but have eaten at this Chipotle
between April 10 and April 22, you should receive
an immunization with Hepatitis A vaccine,”
Lichtenstein said in the memo. “Persons with a his-
tory of hepatitis A disease, who have completed an
HAV series, or have had at least one dose of
Hepatitis A vaccine at least one month prior to expo-
sure, do not require prophylaxis.”

There is no official word yet on what has caused
the Hepatitis A breakout. Food borne Hepatitis A is
usually transmitted through fecal contamination or
direct contact with an infected person. 

The exposure has been limited to the La
Mesa restaurant, located at 8005 Fletcher Pkwy.,
so students should feel safe dining at other
Chipotle restaurants.

For more information, contact SHS at (619)
594-5058.

SPORTS

Students and faculty from San Diego State
and members of the surrounding communi-
ty met on a hot Saturday at the Aztec Center
for the 2008 Diversity Conference titled
“Diversity Pathways to Student Success.”

The brainchild of Tanis Starck, Ph.D.,
director of the Intercultural Relations and
the Cross-Cultural Center, the conference
brought together leaders of different cultural
sectors from across campus to discuss issues
surrounding race, gender and class status.
The first conference of its kind at SDSU, it is
a good starting point for bringing these
issues to light, according to Starck.

“We all have issues that we’re faced with,
and we’re going to talk about them,” she
said. “We’re not going to solve anything
today, but let’s begin the discussion. Let’s
not hide from things. Let’s put it out there
and try to move forward.”

The day was filled with speakers and
panel discussions, and included a unique
roundtable lunch in which participants
picked up sandwiches and sat at one of 15
tables, each of which hosted a presenter lead-
ing a discussion on a diversity related topic.
Kyra Greene, Ph. D., an assistant professor in
SDSU’s sociology department, led a discus-
sion about how students want to deal with
classroom diversity.

“We live in a society where people are
really uncomfortable talking about
inequality,” she said. “We don’t like to
talk about the fact that the people are dif-
ferent. We get raised to believe that it’s a
bad thing. But we can’t solve the prob-
lems without discussing them.”

Other tables discussed racism, homo-
phobia, sexism and racial stereotypes. 

SDSU Vice President of Student Affairs
James Kitchen opened the conference
with remarks on the university’s commit-
ment to diversity, and William Anthony
Nericcio, Ph.D., chair of English and
Comparative Literature at SDSU, deliv-
ered the keynote address. 

From there, participants adjourned into
different workshops and panel discussions
that lasted throughout the day covering four
themes: black and brown voices, sexism and
identity, issues in minority health and diver-
sity in higher education. 

Ron Martel of the Aztec Parents
Advisory Board said his group gave its
Aztec Parents Grant to Starck to start this
program because the idea of a diversity
conference helps the most amount of stu-
dents in the best way overall.

“This exceeds our expectations,” he
said. “These students are busy. They took
their time — on a Saturday — and you can
see the looks on their faces. They’ve
invested their time (in this) and they will
come away with confidence they can use
in their everyday lives.”

Starck said she was thrilled with the
turnout and is already looking forward to
next year’s conference.

“We already have the date: April 25,
2009,” Stark said. “This is our beginning, but
we don’t want to end. How often have you
had conferences on campus for our stu-
dents? It’s wonderful to see our students pre-
pare themselves for globalization and living
in the world because we’re no longer just
going to be one color or another. 

“Our students need to be able to devel-
op relationships with all types of people
because that’s the world we live in today.
They need to become comfortable in
things they may (have been) uncomfort-
able (with) in the past.”

MMIIKKEE MMEENNNNIINNGGEERR
A S S I S TA N T C I T Y E D I T O R

The New England Patriots made a surprise pick in the third round of the 2008 NFL Draft yesterday, taking former

San Diego State quarterback Kevin O’Connell with the 94th overall selection. See page 5 for details. 

BRING YOUR VIDEO CAMERA ... AND SOME TAPE

JJUUSSTTIINN LLAAFFFFEERRTTYY
M A N A G I N G E D I T O R

A.S. BRIEF
Presentation on racism sparks debate
Students from the Multicultural Caucus spoke
to the council about racism at San Diego State,
which led to a discussion on the specifics of dis-
crimination. 

The presentation given by graduate student
Lauren Kollar was about the racism rooted in the
functioning of SDSU, which upset some council
members. A debate about semantics ensued and
continued until Associated Students President
James Poet ended the discussion because of time
constraints. 

Sustainability Board starts off right
The newest board to be awarded a spot on A.S.

council, the Green Love sustainability board, had its
first meeting last week. Vice President of Finance
and head of Green Love Justin Motika said it was a
great success. About 40 people attended the first
meeting, and numbers are expected to increase in
future meetings. 

Finals Study Lounge returns
The annual CASE Midnight Study Break will be held
on May 12 in Aztec Center. Students can show their
Red ID to get a free breakfast from 9 p.m. to mid-
night while they study for finals. 

—Compiled by Staff Writer Alanna Berman

MCT Campus and Glenn Connelly / Photo Editor

Outbreak at Chipotle
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ALLAN ACEVEDO NEWS TO KNOW

Imprisoning people before educating them

Making a case for bilingual classes

veryone knows we are
in a financial crisis
right now, as a country,
as a state and for many
of us, as individuals.

We can all be reasonable about the
need to cut back in state spending.
But when it comes to funding for
California’s public universities —
comprised of the California State
University system, the University of
California system and community
colleges — a long history of con-
tempt for higher education and stu-
dents emerges. Legislators just
don’t think college students are
that important.

They should be ashamed.
The cuts to California’s college

and university funding coupled
with a rejection of additional
funding to prevent student fees
from rising 10 percent, means
Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger
plans to cut $386.1 million of des-
perately needed funding for the
CSU system alone. San Diego
State’s portion amounts to an
$18.2 million budget cut, which
will probably have to be compen-

sated for by tuition hikes. This is
because of an estimated $14 bil-
lion deficit in state revenue from
this year and next year, which
caused the governor to declare a
state of emergency and begin
slashing funds across the board.

This comes as a particular blow
after the budget cuts from 2002 to
2005, that amounted to more than
$500 million. As a result, student
fees have gone up by nearly 70 per-
cent since 2002.

But if you’re imagining a pan-
icked governor reacting in haste,
madly slashing budgets with a red
pen without realizing the conse-
quences, strike that image from
your mind. Cuts to education are
chillingly deliberate and ridicu-
lously out of proportion to other
areas of less crucial spending.
Budget cuts to California universi-
ties are not really about decreasing
the deficit or a response to an eco-
nomic downturn. It’s hard to see
unless you look at the bigger pic-
ture and recent history of funding
for public universities.

Between 1984 and 2004, the

state’s population increased by
about 35 percent, according to The
Sacramento Bee. It makes sense that
in response, the state would need
to spend more money in order to
meet the demands of more people.
But during that 20-year period,
public university spending only
increased by 18 percent, as
opposed to prison spending, which
grew by a ridiculous 205 percent.

The Bee explains that higher
education is the only major part
of the state budget to grow slower
than the population. State spend-
ing per person for prisons
increased by about 126 percent,
but declined by 12 percent for
universities — the only major part
of the budget that actually
decreased in proportion to popu-
lation growth.

Such disregard for our public
universities is not just a matter of
principle; it also doesn’t make
business sense.

“The CSU is California’s eco-
nomic engine, strengthening the
economy by graduating 90,000 stu-
dents into the state’s workforce

every year,” SDSU President
Stephen Weber wrote in a budget
memo to the SDSU faculty. “We
play a major role in the state’s work-
force … The CSU returns $4.41 to
California’s economy annually for
every $1 invested by the state.” The
prison system cannot claim that
kind of economic return. 

Even assuming everyone cur-
rently in prison deserves to be
there — and let’s face it, between
marijuana convictions and “three
strikers” who could be incarcerated
for 25 to life just for stealing a
spare tire, this is a highly unlikely
assumption — the spending num-
bers don’t add up. California does
very little to rehabilitate criminals
so they don’t commit crimes again,
so the spending doesn’t even help
decrease crime.

So when it comes down to it,
California legislators care more
about imprisoning more people
with draconian third-strike laws in
an ineffective prison system than
investing in the higher education of
its populace. They spend more
money making your pot-smoking

neighbor miserable than they do
helping you pay for school. Perhaps
our indifference to voting and poli-
tics reflects politicians’ indifference
to our financial struggles, for which
they are partly responsible. 

Representatives can say all they
want about budgets not reflecting
their priorities, but they refuse to
put their votes — and thus, our tax
dollars — where their mouths are.
Their actions speak louder than
their denials and empty rhetoric. 

Until something changes, our
tuition will continue to increase
along with the crime rate and the
prison population. But neither leg-
islators nor the governor care, as
long as they still get votes.

—Ruthie Kelly is a journalism junior
and a staff columnist.

—This column does not necessarily
reflect the opinion of The Daily
Aztec. Send e-mail to letters@thedai-
lyaztec.com. Anonymous letters will
not be printed — include your full
name, major and year in school.

ienvenido a America.
My family and I

moved to America
when I was 6 years
old. My mom said it

was for the best: She wanted us
to receive a good education and
not have to work our whole lives.

I was nervous about leaving
behind my friends and cousins,
but I was mostly worried about
the language barrier. At that
point, I’d had minimal exposure
to the English language and
while I did know some, it was
mostly a jumble of broken
expressions that further solidi-
fied I was foreign.

I grew up hearing that I was
smart and quick to learn, but now
I couldn’t even respond to some-
one asking my favorite color.

The biggest surprise, however,
was my first day of class. As soon
as I walked in the classroom, my
mom and I were greeted in
Spanish. I had no idea that
American classes could be taught
in English and Spanish.

I was lucky enough to remain
in bilingual education classes
until the age of 10, when I was
then told my proficiency in
English was enough to switch
into all-English classes.

It was a simple enough transi-

tion, but only because I was
afforded those crucial early years
where I was able to connect with
an instructor and a group of
peers who understood both my
native language and the language
I was learning.

I feel I was afforded the best
possibility for success by learn-
ing in a bilingual setting. It’s the
most effective method for teach-
ing non-native English speakers.
It promotes a comprehensive
understanding of core materials
while teaching English. It focuses
on teaching academic English
and better facilitates the learning
of critical thinking and reading
skills. There are many other
methods of education that
attempt to support language
minority students, but most are
fundamentally flawed.

Education has become incred-
ibly politicized, but the students’
best interest should always be
top priority.

Some hold that the best way
to learn a language is exposure.
They believe the best method for
teaching non-native speakers are
immersion programs that place
students in all-English classes. A
student’s vocabulary is expected
to improve exponentially as
every interaction requires com-

munication in English. 
This belief is supported by

many who also feel that bilingual
education is just a new form of
political correctness that places
the accommodation need for

these students in the wrong place.
Exposure may be key to full

adaptation of a new language; it
is not, however, the single most
important factor for new English
learners. It won’t teach academic
English that will support a stu-
dent’s scholastic success. What’s
needed is a concrete explanation
of vocabulary and personalized
attention to English as a second-
ary language students.

Without the inclusive environ-
ment that bilingual education
provides, this academic English
acquisition won’t be as effective.
Teachers won’t be able to single
out instruction that benefits ESL
students at the expense of the
mainstream audience, which
doesn’t require as much concep-
tual elaboration.

But bilingual education isn’t
the racial segregation that some
hope to label it; rather, it’s the
creation of a smaller learning
community that allows a student
to learn among a group of his or
her scholastic peers.

These programs group stu-
dents together, but don’t prevent
the students from learning the
core materials required of the

mainstream group.
It’s immensely important for

ESL students to feel culturally, as
well as academically, inspired to
learn. Immersion programs are
contradictory because they show
the importance for cultural diver-
sity while assimilating students
into all-English communication,
which can be highly stressful.

Instructors are also imperative
for a successful learning environ-
ment. If students aren’t receptive
to the instructor, they won’t be
motivated to learn. This is why
bilingual education and proper
training of such instructors are
fundamental for the success of
language minority students. 

As a whole, education favors
immediate results. Time must be
taken to foster an environment
of inclusivity. It’s clear that bilin-
gual education provides a benefi-
cial structure and framework for
learning the skills necessary for
reading, writing and arithmetic.

America is founded on the
value of equality of opportunity
where everyone is granted the
ability to succeed through merit.
Opportunities should be afford-
ed to establish an even playing
field for advancement. 

When these bilingual pro-
grams aren’t put in place, neither
the students nor instructors are
provided the adequate tools for
scholastic success.

Bilingual education and aca-
demic success are therefore as syn-
onymous as America and equality.

—Allan Acevedo is a political 
science and ISCOR freshman and a
staff columnist.

—This column does not necessarily
reflect the opinion of The Daily
Aztec. Send e-mail to
letters@thedailyaztec.com.
Anonymous letters will not be
printed — include your full name,
major and year in school.
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A man was killed while
swimming in Solana Beach
Friday morning by a sup-

posed 12-to-17-foot great white
shark. The victim, 66-year-old
David Martin, was swimming with
members of a triathlon club 150
yards off shore near Fletcher
Cove, when his legs were bitten.
Martin was a retired veterinarian.
San Diego County’s last con-
firmed shark attack was in 1994.
North County beaches were
closed to swimming and surfing
for the weekend.

The high school class of
2008 is the largest in U.S.
history, at 3.3 million stu-

dents. But more universities are
accepting fewer students and
decreasing their wait-list size.

Afghanistan President
Hamid Karzai escaped an
attack from Taliban mili-

tants on Sunday morning. At least
two people were killed and more
than 12 were wounded. A Taliban
spokesman claimed responsibility
and boasted that the shooters got
within 30 yards of the president.

Reno, Nev. had a magnitude-
4.7 earthquake Friday night,
following more than 100

tremors the day before. The quake
was the strongest to hit Reno
since 1953. Scientists are predict-
ing a bigger earthquake in the
city’s future.

Sens. Barack Obama and
Hillary Clinton have spent
record amounts for a presi-

dential nomination. They have
spent a combined $110 million on
TV ads. John Kerry spent almost
$20 million four years ago to receive
the Democratic nomination.

An 18-year-old from
Louisiana pleaded guilty on
Friday to hanging nooses

from the back of his truck in
September. There was a picture,
sent into CNN from an I-Reporter,
of the truck driving near “Jena 6”
protesters.

—Sources: CNN, Time Magazine and
The San Diego Union-Tribune

““My mom and I
were greeted in
Spanish. I had no
idea that
American classes
could be taught
in English and
Spanish.”
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s I sat there trying to
make sense of his
words, all I could do
was laugh. I mean seri-
ously, this guy was get-

ting mad because I didn’t want to
commit after two months of “dat-
ing.” The whole situation was ironic
in my mind.

At one point or another most of
us will fall into a “sort-of relation-
ship.” One person will hope that his
partner agrees that there will never
be an official relationship, while the
other individual will be wishing that
the person who doesn’t want to
commit will have a change of heart
and end up wanting the title.

In today’s relationship patterns,
dating has become a very complicat-
ed thing. If the relationship isn’t offi-
cially established, the level of com-
mitment can confuse both the peo-
ple in the relationship and the rela-
tionship as a whole.

“We first hooked up at a
friend’s birthday party,” women’s
studies senior Jenny Yip said. “He
is good friends with my room-
mate and her boyfriend.”

Hook-ups can be so satisfying
and yet so regretful at the same time.

“We kept it from
my roommate until
one night when we
were all out at a bar,”
Yip said. “He kept
secretly flirting and he
ended up spending
the night. In the morn-
ing they knew some-
thing was up.”

Being in a dating
situation can also con-
fuse friends of the peo-
ple in a relationship.
The dreaded talk can
help clarify some situa-
tions, but can leave
others flustered when
you don’t hear what
you want to hear.

“When we had the
talk I brought up the
issue of commitment
and he told me he
has the tendency of
dating a girl and then
just being over it,” Yip
said. “We talked
about what we both
wanted and under-
stood that at the time,
neither of us wanted
anything serious.”
Being at the complete

opposite end of the spectrum as Yip
was weird; there I sat having the
talk. However, I was the one talking,
trying to explain that there was no
need for a commitment because we
were having a good time regardless.
Truth is, I’ll be in Europe this sum-
mer and I just want to be able to
have fun without thinking about a
relationship I’ll be leaving at home.

“I was drunk one night and
someone asked me if I was seeing
anyone in a text; I said, ‘Yes, I’m
dating someone,’” Yip said. “I
showed him because I thought it
was funny and he started to act
weird after that. He was forcing
himself to be distant.”

The problem with an unofficial
relationship is that there is no obli-
gation. Commitment issues can arise
if someone is investing more feelings
than the other person, and someone
is bound to get hurt in the end.

“I love commitment, but right
now, all I can do is enjoy the time
I have with him rather than over-
analyze,” Yip said. “We’ll see
where it goes and then figure it
out from there.”

In my past experiences, dating
had always been simple. I never got
attached unless I dated them for a
long period of time. Being on the dif-
ferent end of the spectrum where a
guy was the one wanting the com-
mitment was unfamiliar territory.

When all is said and done, being
in a “sort-of-relationship,” without
any intentions of moving toward a
real one, is sure to hurt someone.
Being cautious with hook-ups and
with people who stray from commit-
ment can prevent hurt feelings in
the long run.

—Alejandra Garces is an international
business junior.

—This column does not necessarily
reflect the opinion of The Daily Aztec.

AALLEEJJAANNDDRRAA GGAARRCCEESS
S TA F F W R I T E RA

Imagine receiving a text from your
significant other that reads, “It’s
not u, it’s me. BTW, we r thru.”

Your reaction might be some-
thing along the lines of “OMG!
Did he really just send me that
text? I can’t believe he just broke
up with me through a text!”

Believe it or not, some people
think that ending a relationship
by text message is OK. 

Whatever happened to break-
ing up on the phone or breaking
up face-to-face? Technology is
officially taking the dating world
by storm and relationships are
starting – and ending – without
any verbal communication.

Recently, Chase Crawford
from the hit show “Gossip Girl”
broke up with American Idol
Carrie Underwood via text mes-
sage. In 2006, Britney Spears
even texted Kevin Federline that
she wanted to get a divorce.
High-profilers are putting break-
up texting in  the spotlight, but
they aren’t the only ones getting
broken up with by text — it’s
happening to everyday people.

According to a Google collab-
oration with Nielsen Online sur-
vey, 1 in 3 males consider “break-
up e-mails” as neutral to good e-
mail etiquette, whereas only 1 in
7 females agree. In the same sur-
vey, 8 percent of men and 6 per-
cent of women have broken up
with someone by e-mail.

Times are changing and our
communication is being
replaced by the Internet and text

messages. With e-mail, texting
and networking Web sites
becoming a part of our everyday
lives, breaking up through tech-
nology is becoming a trend. 

People are taking advantage of
iPhones and BlackBerrys by using
them to escape uncomfortable sit-
uations. People who send text
messages about unpleasant situa-
tions are avoiding confrontation. 

The people behind the break-
up text have many excuses. For
some, they want to be in control
of the conversation and won’t
take no for an answer. For others,
figuring out what to say is hard,
so it gives them time to think or,
they simply say they don’t want
to see the person hurt.

At the rate society is moving,
it won’t be long until some peo-
ple are breaking up via
Facebook wall posts: “Hey Babe,
we’re breaking up. Sorry.”

If you’ve had more than three
dates with someone, you owe
them the courtesy of a phone call
to end the relationship at the
very least. It’s always better to
talk in person and let them down
with thoughtful consideration. 

However, if circumstances
don’t allow you to talk in person,
then breaking up over the phone
is the next acceptable option. 

Breaking up with someone
via text message is a cowardly
move. If you’re a victim of a tex-
ting break-up, delete the
sender’s number pronto and be
happy that you didn’t waste any
more time. 

Let’s keep it old school and
break hearts the old-fashioned way.

EERRIICCAA OOSSBBUURRNN
S TA F F W R I T E R

The art of commitment

Commitment is the the cornerstone of any serious 
relationship, but getting someone to commit can be hard.

Liquid Library Sending texts might be the ultimate element of playing hard to get when trying to
spark new flings or relationships, but breaking up with someone can be just as easy. 

Liquid Library

“We r thru, g2g”
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Everyone is entitled to a bad day.
Failing a test, getting dumped or even

hanging a fastball can happen every once in
a while.

Unfortunately for the San Diego State
baseball team and starting pitcher J.R.

Murphy, a bad day
came Saturday after-
noon at Tony Gwynn
Stadium against TCU,
with first place on the

line.  The Aztecs were blown out 16-5 as
Murphy fell behind early and was unable to
regain control.

“This was really Murphy’s first bad out-
ing of the season,” head coach Tony Gwynn
said. “He just had a bad day, but we didn’t
do well in any aspect of the game.”

Murphy went 3 1/3 innings, giving up
seven hits and six earned runs, bringing his
record to 5-2 on the year. Meanwhile,
Murphy’s counterpart on the mound, Sean
Hoelscher, went 6 2/3 innings allowing
seven hits and four earned runs to get the
win and improve his record to 5-2.

With the loss, SDSU falls to 25-18 (11-6

in Mountain West Conference play) and a
game behind the Horned Frogs who sit at
28-15 (12-5).

The route followed a very different out-
come on Friday night which featured yet
another dominating performance by Aztecs
ace Stephen Strasburg. The sophomore phe-
nom allowed just one hit in an impressive
complete game effort to earn the 4-1 victory.

“Strasburg has been tremendous, he real-
ly has, every time we’ve needed him to be,
he’s delivered,” said Gwynn. “And normally
we can depend on Murphy too, but he just
didn’t have it today. But that happens, and
when it does, you need some of your hitters
to bail you out, and we didn’t do that.”

Murphy wasn’t the only SDSU hurler to
struggle on the mound Saturday as fresh-
men Michael Dixon and Brett Miller both
went one inning, allowing four runs each.
Reliever Craig Rasmussen faired best of the
four Aztec pitchers, going 3 2/3 innings,
giving up two hits and two earned runs.

SDSU once again left several men on
base, a problem it hasn’t been able to shake
the past few weeks.

“We all knew how big this series was
coming in,” Gwynn said. “And on Friday, we
came out and played the way we needed to.
Obviously, today we didn’t have it.”

The Aztecs will hit the road for 11 of
their next 12 matches, starting Tuesday
night against Arizona.

BASEBALL

Starting pitcher J.R. Murphy had a rough Saturday, allowing six runs on seven hits in just 3 2/3 innings.
Glenn Connelly / Photo Editor

SDSU pitching gives up 16
runs on 16 hits in a battle
for first place against TCU

DDAAVVIIDD PPOOPPEE
S E N I O R S TA F F W R I T E R

TCU 16 
SDSU 5

Pitching woes doom
Aztecs in a 16-5 loss

The San Diego State softball team’s hopes
for a conference title were soaring higher
than a Megan McDonald fly ball this past
weekend in the thin Utah air.

Unfortunately for SDSU, its hopes were
caught on the warning track.

While the race for first is hardly over, the
Aztecs’ chances took a major hit against the

Utes. After crushing
Utah 13-3 on Friday
night at Ute Field in
Salt Lake City, Utah, a
couple of uncharac-

teristic errors doomed SDSU on Saturday,
losing 2-1 in eight innings.

The No. 19 Aztecs no longer control
their own destiny and find themselves tied
with Utah for second place, one game
behind BYU. 

“There’s definitely a building sense of
urgency,” junior infielder Erin Floros said.
“We want to win the rest of our games and
it looks like we’ll probably have to in order
to finish first.”

On Friday night, SDSU scored a season-
high 13 runs on 12 hits and nine walks.
Each of the first four Aztec hitters, Brittany
Knudsen, Tamani Wells, Tonye McCorkle
and Floros, recorded two hits in the route.

Freshman Samantha Beasley also chipped
in with two hits to accompany with a solid
performance in the circle, picking up her
seventh win of the year.

“That game was a lot of fun for us at the
plate,” Floros said. “Just having runners
on base for (our hitters) really took the
pressure off.”

The pressure was soon put right back on
SDSU, though, as it found itself locked in a
1-1 tie the very next day. Utah hurler Ashley
Smuda flustered the Aztecs’ bats for the sec-
ond time this season. An error and a wild
pitch in the first frame of extra innings was
all it took to take down SDSU.

Senior ace Christina Ross’s wild pitch
ultimately cost the team its victory, a very
uncharacteristic move for one of the coun-
try’s top pitchers. 

“I was trying to throw my changeup
low and away because the day before
(Utah first baseman Kara Foster) hit a
double off me,” Ross said. “I missed down
and it took a bad hop.”

The Aztecs split a double header on
Thursday with first-place Cougars and will
now play their final home stand Friday
when they host Colorado State and New
Mexico. SDSU will then travel to UNLV the
following weekend to play their final games
before postseason action.

SOFTBALL

KKEEVVIINN SSCCAARRPPAATT II
S TA F F W R I T E R

UTES 2 
AZTECS 1

Junior infielder Erin Floros and the Aztecs may have trouble getting into first place after two weekend losses.
Glenn Connelly / Photo Editor

BEAT BOX

O’CONNELL DRAFTED IN THIRD ROUND
Former San Diego State quar terback Kevin
O’Connell was selected in the third round of the
NFL Draft yesterday by the New England
Patriots. O’Connell was the 94th overall player
selected and was the fifth quarterback taken off
the board.

O’Connell is considered by many scouts to be
a developmental quarterback, and sitting behind
future Hall of Famer Tom Brady can only help the

current senior grow. Scouts fell in love with the
young gunslinger’s mobility and stature.

O’Connell wasn’t the only former Aztec
drafted yesterday. Long snapper Tyler Schmitt
went in the sixth round to the Seattle Seahawks.
Wide receivers Brett Swain (Green Bay Packers)
and Chaz Shilens (Oakland Raiders) were taken
in the seventh and final round.
—Compiled by Assistant Sports Editor Edward Lewis

Thin Utah air dashes
chance at first place
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SUMMER JOBS
TO FIGHT GLOBAL WARMING

EARN $4000-
$6000/SUMMER

MANAGEMENT AND CAREER POSITIONS 
AVAILABLE FOR RECENT GRADS.

CALL ALEX AT 619-297-5512
OR 1-800-75-EARTH

TO SCHEDULE AN INTERVIEW 
WWW.JOBSFORTHEENVIRONMENT.ORG

Hepatitis A Outbreak in San Diego

We have received word from the San Diego County Department of 
Health & Human Services that at least 6 people who dined at the 
Chipotle Restaurant at 8805 Fletcher Parkway in La Mesa have 
become ill with Hepatitis A. They ate at the restaurant between 
March 1 and April 22. If you ate at the restaurant during this time, 
we recommend the following:

1. If you are ill with fatigue, abdominal discomfort, dark urine, 
light-colored stool, headache, nausea, vomiting, diarrhea, itching, or 
jaundice (turning yellow), you should be evaluated for hepatitis at 
Student Health Services (students only) or your private health care 
provider (students, faculty and staff).
2. If you are not ill, but have eaten at this Chipotle between 
April 10 and April 22, you should receive an immunization with 
Hepatitis A vaccine. This immunization must be given within 2 
weeks of exposure in order to provide protection. Persons with a 
history of hepatitis A disease, who have completed an HAV series, 
or have had at least one dose of Hepatitis A vaccine at least one 
month prior to exposure do not require prophylaxis. Student Health 
Services’ Immunization Clinic has a limited amount of this vaccine 
available for students at $23 per dose. For maximum immunity, you 
will need two doses of this vaccine.
3. If you have eaten at this restaurant between March 1 and 
April 22, but have not been ill, but if you are curious if you may 
have been infected with hepatitis A, you may request a Hepatitis A 
antibody level at Student Health Services (students only) or your 
private health care provider (students, faculty and staff).

If a student falls into one of the above groups, and would like to 
make arrangements to be seen at Health Services, please call 619-
594-5058.

Sincerely,

Your Health Care Providers at SHS 

The San Diego State men’s tennis team has
been quite comfortable as king of the
mountain. Since head coach Gene Carswell
took over the program in 2003, SDSU has
reached the finals of the Mountain West
Conference tournament three times. That

tournament success
has been used to
solidify the Aztecs’
place in the NCAA
Tournament five
times.

However, this season’s lofty expecta-
tions have been thwarted by injuries, team
suspensions and a torrid five-match losing
streak to end the regular season. On Friday
at the Mountain West Conference
Championships, their luck didn’t change
much at the Bayard H. Friedman Tennis
Center at Texas Christian University.

SDSU was swept 4-0 in the second
round by New Mexico, most likely ending
its chances at an NCAA bid.

“That was a given,” sophomore Jordan
Colman said. “After (five straight losses
during the season) our ranking dropped
too far. Our goal was to win (the tourna-
ment) because that was the only way to
stay alive. We were trying to salvage our

season and finish on a strong note and see
if we could pull out the stuff that we know
we have inside us.”

The Aztecs were unable to recover from
a doubles loss on Friday against the Lobos,
who also had their number during the reg-
ular season. The first three singles matches
completed went to New Mexico, emphati-
cally ending the tournament for SDSU with
a shutout defeat.

“We knew that the doubles point was
really important,” sophomore Juan Gomez
said. “(Bartosz Golas) and myself didn’t
have the best doubles match.”

Although their trip ended with a sound
defeat, the scoreboard only told part of the
story for the Aztecs. Freshman Andre Feliz
and sophomore Achim Ceban both had
their opponents fighting off match points
when New Mexico clinched the victory. 

Sophomore Juan Gomez was also
locked in a tough match, trailing closely in
the third set when play stopped. 

“Yesterday was really disappointing for
the whole team,” Gomez said. “We played a
really tough team. I think our team didn’t
play our best tennis but we fought a lot.
The score was 4-0 but it was not easy.”

SDSU has no departing players and
will look to use this season as a growing
experience. 

“We are a better team all the way
around,” Colman said. “Unfortunately, we
just didn’t get it together this season.
We’ve just got to figure out what to do
next year so this doesn’t happen again.
Teams of our quality and stature, it should-
n’t happen at all.”

MEN’S TENNIS

SDSU gets swept in second
round of Mountain West
Conference Tournament

MMAATT TT AARRNNOOLLDD
S TA F F W R I T E R

WOMEN’S TENNIS

Bid for coach’s fourth
league final falls short

Esther Cadua’s leg cramp meant more to the
San Diego State women’s tennis team than
just losing one of their best players.

The junior’s injury was a representation of
SDSU’s season — one hobbled by injuries and
performances that came up just short.

“Before (Cadua’s) cramping, we both felt
very confidently in her chances to win her

match,” head coach
Peter Mattera said. “But,
the cramp started at her
foot but slowly spread
up her leg. It got so bad

that, by 2-2 in the second set, she could
barely even walk on it, let alone play. She
was a warrior and she wanted to keep going,
but health and well-being of an athlete
comes first and she was just unable to con-
tinue.”

Like Cadua, the Aztecs fought hard but
weren’t able to pull it out as they fell to New
Mexico 4-2 at the Mountain West Conference
Championships on Thursday.

“It was close, it was competitive, but we
just came up short,” Mattera said. “We also
had an injury, which probably hurt our
chances. So, in a lot of ways, it was a lot like
our season: Close, but no cigar.”

Cadua, who received all-MWC honors ear-
lier in the day, had to be pulled by Mattera,
costing SDSU a valuable point. 

The injury was not the only thing that
hurt the Aztecs in Fort Worth, Texas. In dou-

bles, SDSU lost big leads and squandered
scoring chances.

“We fought hard and had some good
opportunities in doubles,” Mattera said. “All of
the doubles matches were very close. We had
a pretty good size lead at number three but we
just couldn’t finish it off.” 

The Aztecs finished the season with a dis-
appointing 11-13 record — one that will leave
a bad taste in Mattera’s mouth for the rest of
the offseason.

“This season was not a successful one for
us,” Mattera said. “I think this program is a
national power. We’re used to going to the
postseason and we’re used to being ranked as
one of the best teams in the country. So, no,
we can’t look at this season as a success.

“I just hope we got all of our bad luck out
of the way in one year.”

CCHHAASSEE GGHHAARRRRIITTYY
S TA F F W R I T E R

LOBOS 4 
AZTECS 2

UNM 4
SDSU 0

““It was close, it was
competitive, but we
came up short...In a lot
of ways, it was a lot like
our season: Close, but
no cigar.”

—Peter Mattera, 
head coach

Always dreamed of being a sports writer?

The Daily Aztec is looking for writers in
the sports section this semester.
For more information, contact Sports
Editor Eric Shannon at (619) 594-7817

Cadua’s injury stalls SDSU
in quest for a MWC victory



The Ultimate Résumé Builder
• Work on campus in between classes

• Decide your pay with up to 12% commission on 
weekly sales

• Network with San Diego’s major companies like
House of Blues, The CW Network, and Anheuser Busch

• Flexible 15-hour work week

• More real-life work experience than an internship

• Room for managerial advancement

The Daily Aztec needs YOU! Become an Advertising Account Executive.

For more information about the position please call Sean at (619) 594-7283. Application Deadline May 5, 2008.

Must be available 
starting in July

One-year Sales Experience 
Preferred

Preferred Experience in:
• Generating Sales Leads

• Cold Calling

• Face-to-Face Client Relations
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APTS 4 RENTHELP WANTED

HOUSES 4 RENT

SERVICES

ROOM 4 RENT

CONDOS 4 SALE

THE DAILY AZTEC DOES NOT ENDORSE OR SUP-
PORT AND HAS NO AFFILIATION WITH THE
PRODUCTS OR SERVICES OFFERED IN THE
CLASSIFIEDS SECTION. 

Neighborhood Dental Group
• Walking distance from campus
• 20% OFF with RED ID
• Invisalign $1,000 discount
• Flexible hours
• 10 years of experience
• Gentle, quality oriented doctor and staff

(619) 286-6909
6244 El Cajon Blvd # 25 • San Diego, CA 92115

$$$$BBaarrtteenndd$$$$
Make F/T money for P/T work. am/pm/weekend 
classes. Job placement assistance. Call Bartending 
Academy 619-296-0600.

AAccttiivviittyy  LLeeaaddeerrss  NNeeeeddeedd  
for before and after school programs. 

A fun rewarding job working with children and 
teens, ages 5-14. AM/PM hours available, M-F 

15-25 hours per week. Min of 48 college units (or 
passing CAPE test) and min 6 months experience 

w/children. Pay rate at $9.86-$10.67 p/h. 
E-mail careers@saysandiego.org or call 

858-565-4148 x231 
SAY San Diego.

Burning desire to make money? Teachable? Commu-
nication skills required. Call Tom/Pam for interview. 
619-460-4910.

Cali Party Bus now hiring. Admin, VIP host,and more. 
Good pay, good time, call now. 858-345-5275. 

DAY CAMP summer camp counselors and instructors 
for San Fernando/Conejo Valleys $3520-$5100+ 
888-784-CAMP www.workatcamp.com

Earn $800-$3200 a month to drive brand new cars 
with ads placed on them. www.AdCarClub.com

EGG DONORS NEEDED!
Healthy Females ages 18-30 
Donate to infertile couples 

some of the many eggs your 
body disposes monthly. 

COMPENSATION $5,000.00-$8,000.00 
starting. 

Call Reproductive Solutions 
now.

(818)832-1494.

Gymnastics instructor needed for summer camp. 
Must be great with kids, athletic and energetic. 
Please call Rock ‘N Tumble 858-487-7799.

EEvveenntt//GGaammee  SSttaaffff. Fun working environment! Interac-
tive game rental company seeking part time staff for 
corporate and private events. Very flexible schedule. 
$10+/hr. Fill out application at 
www.partypals.com/job.html. 

Have you ever used stimulants like cocaine, meth, 
Adderall or Ritalin without a prescription? If so, you 
may be eligible to participate in a UUCCSSDD  BBrraaiinn  IImmaagg--
iinngg  SSttuuddyy and receive $$115555 and a picture of your 
brain for complete participation. Call Martina at 
(858) 534-9441 for details.

HHEEAALLTTHHYY  EENNEERRGGYY  DDRRIINNKK just launched! Reps wanted 
for Nat’l expansion, part-time. More Info: 
1-800-969-8486 VPureEnergy.com. Contact 
Drinks@VPureEnergy.com today for a free can!

L.A. Summer Day Camps. Swimming, horses,
sports, beaches, crafts, ropes courses and more.
www.daycampjobs.com.

Male models for online work. Excellent pay, possible 
paid travel. Visit www.fiercescouting.com or e-mail 
submit@fiercescouting.com 

PPaarrtt  ttiimmee  wwoorrkk.. Customer sales/service. $17.25 
base/appt.  No experience necessary. Flexible sched-
ules. Scholarship/internship opportunities. Some 
conditions apply. Call (858)571-6148. 

UCSD BRAIN RESEARCH STUDY. LLooookkiinngg  ffoorr: healthy 
MALE volunteers, ages 18-50 years, no major medi-
cal problems, no mental health problems, no alcohol 
or drug problems. Study drug and brain imaging us-
ing simple computer tasks is involved. Receive or get 
up to $700.CCaallll::  HHOOUURRIIKK  885588--772299--44994466..

Summer Day Camp Job! Love kids? Live in SD? We’re 
hiring enthusiastic, responsible students for the sum-
mer. Easy online application at www.outpostsummer-
camps.com or call (858) 695-CAMP.

SAY is currently looking for SITE SUPERVISORS for 
before and after school programs located on elemen-
tary and middle school campuses within the San Di-
ego Unified School District. Qualifications: 1 year 
exp. supervising staff & youth programs. A minimum 
of 48 college units of which 12 units are in child de-
velopment or related fields OR able to pass the CAPE 
test. BA preferred. Full time 40 hrs/week, 
$11.86-$14.23/hour plus great benefits. BILINGUAL 
(ENGLISH/SPANISH) PREFERRED. Please send re-
sumes via fax 858-715-8572, e-mail 
careers@saysandiego.org OR contact us at 
858-715-2432. SAY San Diego is an EOE. SAY San 
Diego, a great place to work!

SSWWIIMM  IINNSSTTRRUUCCTTOORRSS  $$1122--1199//hhrr  
FFrroonntt  DDeesskk  $$1100//hhrr..  MMoonnddaayy--FFrriiddaayy  
NNoorrtthh  CCoouunnttyy  776600--774444--77994466..
SSaann  DDiieeggoo  885588--227733--77994466..

Swim Instructors Needed! NFSS is hiring from 
part-time to full-time. Will train. Go to Noonan-
familyswimschool.com or call (858)847-0794. 

HHaaiirr  RReemmoovvaall
Gentle artistic waxing from head to toe. Specializing
in Brazilian Wax. Licensed esthetician and SDSU
grad.  www.beautybyjoni.com 619-294-2931.

3 Bedroom 1 bath. $1725/month. One block from 
campus. 2 offstreet parking spaces. Available June 
1st. Call Mike  (619)583-8993. 

3 bedroom/2bath plus family room. 2 car garage. 
Walk to SDSU. (215)498-5246. Available May 31st.

5 Bedroom, 2 bath. $2975/month. Central air condi-
tioning. New kitchen/bathroom. 3 offstreet parking 
spaces. 1 block from campus. Available June 1st. 
Call Mike (619)583-8993.

5Br/2Ba, EASY WALK TO SDSU. LARGE, CLEAN 
HOUSE ON TIPTON. $2400-2500. 619-583-7019.

6 Bedroom, 3 bath $3300/month. 5 offstreet park-
ing spaces. 1 block from campus. Available June 1st. 
Call Mike (619)583-8993.

House for rent short walk to SDSU 619-228-2100 or 
619-857-5947 for details. 

2BR/2BA/2parking space condo on campus. 
55th/Montezuma area.  Newly remodeled. Fully fur-
nished. Available now. $2350/month. 
714-402-5111.

TTaallmmaaddggee  CCaannyyoonn  PPaarrkk is taking reservations NNOOWW for 
fall/summer. Spacious 2br/2ba w/ assigned park-
ing. Awesome 3br/3ba townhomes w/ attached 2 
car garage. Pools, spas, fireplace, A/C, laundry hook 
ups, DDoonn’’tt  mmiissss  oouutt!!  661199--228844--55228855..

1 bedroom top floor condo, campus close, in tropical 
gated community with carport. 1-800-284-4511 
#021

Large and pleasant room in house, SDSU close, 
wash-dryer, hi-speed internet $490. Female students  
preferred. Furnished rooms also available. 
619-200-2839 or 619-972-7171.

Walk to school! Room available now in big house. 
Washer and dryer, new kitchen and all utilities includ-
ing high speed internet and cable. Contact 
310-279-9181.

ubikwitus.com Free Personals Posting Site. Faster 
and Easier Than Craigslist. Plus, no FLAGGING. Try it 
Now.

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

SERVICES

PERSONALS
Get in the loop!

Find out what's going on at State!
Register at TheDailyAztec.com

and get your news online.

DAILY       AZTEC
THE
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TODAY’S BIRTHDAY (04-28-08) Dream
big this year. Set goals that you think are
too wonderful to achieve. Include some-
thing you started a while back and never
fully accomplished. It'll be easier now.

ARIES (March 21 - April 19) - Today is a 7
- Finally, somebody appreciates all that
you've been through. Confide in a friend
and get back the support you so richly
deserve.

TAURUS (April 20 - May 20) - Today is a
7 - You have everything you need, or
you know where to get it. Don't reveal
your sources, just produce the results.
Then, smile knowingly.

GEMINI (May 21 - June 21) - Today is a 7
- The more you learn, the more you can
contribute to your friends.They look to
you to have all the answers, so stay
ahead of the pack. Do the homework.

CANCER (June 22 - July 22) - Today is a 7
- Sometimes you have to spend money
to make money. A little shrewdly invested
can raise your status a lot.This is your
excuse to get another new outfit.

LEO (July 23 - Aug. 22) - Today is a 7 - A
person you sometimes find frustrating
has also captured your heart.This is
good. It keeps the relationship eternally
interesting.

VIRGO (Aug. 23 - Sept. 22) - Today is a 7
- You're detained from meeting your
long-term objectives. A lot of short-
term, routine duties need your atten-

tion. Don't curse them; they're giving
you time to think.

LIBRA (Sept. 23 - Oct. 22) - Today is a 7 -
Continue to provide the most comfort-
able environment that you can. Don't let
yourself get sucked into the argument. If
you stay objective, the others might, too.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 - Nov. 21) - Today is a
7 - Slow and easy does it. Don't try to
push the tide. People need to talk things
over before they make up their minds.
Give them plenty of time.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 - Dec. 21) -
Today is a 7 - If one illusion is shattered,
you can always come up with another.
Stay as practical as you can. Don't
worry about philosophy now; concen-
trate on making money.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 - Jan. 19) - Today is
a 7 - Collect your winnings and continue
to take care of your family.They don't
really understand what you're doing at
work, but they like what you do for them.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20 - Feb. 18) - Today is a
7 - A person who's stubbornly set in his
or her ways is especially frustrating now.
You'll make more progress by listening, if
you possibly can. If not, extricate yourself.

PISCES (Feb. 19 - March 20) - Today is a
7 - At first, your team seems to have the
advantage.Then, you wonder. Don't
worry, a hero emerges and leads you to
victory.

© 2008,TRIBUNE MEDIA SERVICES INC.
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Level: 1 2 3 4

AACCRROOSSSS
1 Second to none
5 Caspian feeder
9 Madden

14 Burn soother
15 One and only
16 Pack animal
17 Colorful marine

mammal
19 Best players
20 Made of mud
21 Furrow
23 Psychic letters
24 That woman
25 Crisp crackers
27 "Seascape" play-

wright
30 Tom and Denis

of golf
31 Tuesday in movies
32 Cozy room
33 In a can in

England
36 Actress Gabor
37 Colorful ruminant
39 Exist
40 Become ill
42 Tavern
43 What we tan
44 Pressure unit
46 White-sale buy
47 Certain New

Yorker
49 Aberdeen's river
50 College cheer
51 For each
52 Got on
56 Fruit of the mind
58 Colorful kodiak
60 One of the

Astaires
61 Falls back
62 Natural tone
63 Promoted to

excess
64 Float up
65 Chinese secret

society

DDOOWWNN
1 Mr. Ruth
2 Cinder ending?
3 Go bad, as milk
4 Grew molars
5 Lead to seats
6 Horse shade
7 Entirely
8 Ogle
9 Slaughterhouse

10 Almond or
cashew

11 Colorful reptile
12 Rub out
13 Frolics
18 Shout of joy
22 Irish frieze over-

coat

25 Harbor hazard
26 Wayside

stopover
27 Fills with rever-

ence
28 Dolly of "Hello,

Dolly!"
29 Colorful farm

animal
30 Married
32 Mean
34 Pennsylvania

port
35 Fender mishap
37 Backslid
38 Corn serving
41 Caboodle's part-

ner?

43 Icy dessert
45 North African

nomad
46 Connery or

Astin
47 Heep of Dickens
48 "Marty" writer

Chayefsky
49 Use a divining

rod
52 Moves up and

down
53 Art __
54 Work for
55 Narcotic
57 Tavern order
59 Slugger's stat

CROSSWORD

BBYY  MMIICCHHAAEELL  MMEEPPHHAAMMSUDOKU

Instructions: Complete the grid so
each row, column and 3-by-3 box (in
bold borders) contains every digit 1 to
9. For strategies on how to solve
Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

SSoolluuttiioonn  aavvaaiillaabbllee  oonnlliinnee  aatt
wwwwww..TThheeDDaaiillyyAAzztteecc..ccoomm

BBYY  LLIINNDDAA  CC..  BBLLAACCKK,,  TTRRIIBBUUNNEE  MMEEDDIIAA  SSEERRVVIICCEESSDAILY HOROSCOPE

SSoolluuttiioonn  aavvaaiillaabbllee  oonnlliinnee  aatt
wwwwww..TThheeDDaaiillyyAAzztteecc..ccoomm

sponsored by
SDSU Bookstore

LOOKING THROUGH OUR LENS

Assistant Photo Editor Andrew Huse captured this sunny shot of one of the towers of the Presidio in Old Town San Diego.

OLD TOWN

emember seventh
grade? Hawaiian print
was cool, butterfly
hair clips were a
must-have, and puka

shells were worn on every neck.
That was about seven years

ago. Thankfully, I haven’t seen
anyone less than 40 wearing
Hawaiian print lately, and the but-
terfly clips have stayed in the jun-
ior high hallways. 

So, why is it that recently I have
seen different people wearing
puka shells again? Are the shells
trying to make a comeback? 

I hope not.
It’s not that the shells them-

selves are ugly. They really aren’t.
It’s just that when they are put on
a necklace, I can’t stand them.
They’re better on a table, or at the
bottom of the ocean.

I would much rather see some-
thing ridiculous like parachute
pants make a comeback. That
actually wouldn’t be so ridiculous.
I feel the parachute-pant trend
faded away too quickly. My broth-
er had this amazing pair that was
faded gray and lime green with a
gecko pattern all over it which I
would steal an…OK, getting way

sidetracked. 
Back to the puka shells. 
My roommates and I are on

what we like to call “Puka watch.”
This game involves trying to find
as many offenders as possible. We
expected a challenge, and thought
it would be hard to find people
committing the puka crime. 

But, no. Definitely not hard.
Sarah, with eyes like a hawk,

managed to spot five different
offenders on the first day we
started. 

But finding offenders doesn’t
require eagle eyes. Molly, who
may or may not be blind, actually
spotted three offenders. With
puka shells making a hearty
comeback on campus, it has to
be asked. What is the motivation
for wearing these?

Maybe they want to look like a
12-year-old who just started taking
surf lessons from a guy who goes
by his Hawaiian name, Huna.
Huna wears puka shells. That’s
cool for him. Not for you. 

Or, people just don’t realize
how wacky this is. (These shells

are about as cool as me trying to
bring back the word “wacky”.)  

For the students at San Diego
State, thanks for ruining our
game by making it easier than
framing Mary-Kate for Heath
Ledger’s untimely death. Too
soon? Probably. 

(I should credit Samantha
Phillips for that one. And yes, she
made me type her whole name
because she’s always wanted her
name in the paper.) Congrats Sam,
you made it!

Oddly enough (this is actually
not hard to believe at all), Sarah
got bonus points in our little game
for making the observation that
ALL of the people sporting puka
shells also had bleach-blonde tips. 

I would elaborate on this but
it would take a whole new arti-
cle. So, let’s just put the
bleached tips and puka shells in
the category of “not OK.” 

—Natalie Duchala is a journalism
sophomore who may or may not be
bringing wacky back.

—This column does not necessarily
reflect the opinion of The Daily
Aztec.

R NNAATTAALLIIEE DDUUCCHHAALLAA
S TA F F W R I T E R

HUMOR

The biggest foul: puka
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