Sal DIBGU STATE COLLEGE IN WORLD VAR IX
By Ire Lauren C, Post, Professor of Geography

The 134 names Iﬁyth. dnd of this ghapter are those of graduates and former students
of Sen Ulego State College who gave up their lives in military service during Forld
Viar II. The length of the list attests to the tremendous rols played by the College
which, as a liberal arts and teacher training institutiom, did not train students
specifically for war. The College, like many others, has no department of military
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the war that more than 3,000 gradustes, former studenmts and Paculty members are known
to have entered the armed forces, and the peroentage who lost their lives far exceeded
the ngtionll ratee

Throughout hostilities the caspus enrcllment dropped. Uur enrollment, whioh had
reached its meximum figure in the fall of 1939 with 2,400 students, dropped to o low
of 800 in 1944, end the faculty which had mumbered 110 decreased to 60.

Leck of dormitories and housing facilities provented the College from participating
1nmhrmyprowa~t}nﬁtvy"p V=12 program, lot only was the housi g situation
an importent factor, but the San Diego area was adjudged to ve overerowded, and
militery prograns were placed in the less crowded areas in the hinterland. During the
time that our own enrollment was reduced, several other institutions such as the
University of California whioh offered mememmm special courses in war work held
some of their classee on the campus. Courses in First Alrd were given by our
fasulty members both on and off the cempus.

® /Lztecs are San Diego State College students.
e R

* By the very nature of the problem of gathering tei istics on scattered personnel,

it is impossible to ev.r obtsin a eomplete list of persons who entered the service.

Such figures or lists ere not obla peble from the jovernment, end even the lssuing

of a militery transeript of reecrd by the college to a traneh of the service does

not necessarily mean thst the persom or whom it wes issued ever entered the service.
We @0 not know how meny of our nén were wounded, decorated, or commissioned for

many mever reported thet inforcation. Such informetion as is available was compiled

in connection with the editing of The Aztec Yews Jetler, & serviceman's monthly

pericdicel published by tho writer of this chajter for four yearse It will be referre

ed to later.
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During the early wonths of the conflict abroad State College men began to be
ettracted to war ectivities. Among these, expeclally for the howme front, wes ene
ployment in the locel aircraft plantse This demand for lsbor in many ceses oifer-
ed the first oisportnnity for industrial employment for some students who had been
brought up in the hard Thirtiese. The nunmbers, who were so employed at some time
before Fearl Harbor or shortly theresfter, certeinly ran into many hundredse

Alremindedness in our preewsr students, meny o! whom were sons of servicemen,
caused meny to go into eivilian pilol training, and still wmore were attracted into
the Alr brenches of the different services. lany State College students were flye
ing when training hagzards were greatest end early commissions ceused the:m to be
exong the early fighting Astecse Although meny had taken civilian pilot training
before the war, & wartime ban on flying in this aree nede such training impossible
here. GSome studenis comsuuted to Yuma, Arizona, twice weekl; fur their flying
lessonse The iﬂallcgv wes represented in coubet in the Royal Air Force and emong
the Flying Tigers before resrl Herbor, at Fearl Herbor, in the early rhillppine
canpaign, on the Doolittle raid over Japan, and also in the 19th Nomberdment Croup
in the fZest Indies. Those trained uen who were in combat in the early stages of
the war proved to be men of ability with high qualities of leadershipe Those who
survived naturally rose to renks and positions of regponsibilitye

&n event which foreteld to meny the approaching hostilities ocoured on Sepe
tember 16, 1940 when the old 28lst Coast Artillery (Antieaircraft) was called to
active dutye Om Cctober 31 the unit sailed for Hawaii where it saw action at the
very opening of the war in the Pacifice While the nicimame of the 25lst was "San
Diego’s Own", to us it might well have been "San Lie o State College's Own™ for in
it were many of our former slu entse In it mlso were many locel high school grade
vates who had ‘oined u'p as National Guardsmene lany of these boys, then deprived
of the oprortunity of getting higher education, are now attending the College after

having served their country for periods of as much as six yearse




The individual moverment of men students and feculty mombers into the armed
forees went on st ar sccelersted pace. fThose gradusl movements were punctueted
by the celling intc immediate service of 33 men ctudents who were on the Vel [T0e
graz, and 38 others who were on the "nlisted Reserve Corps who wers unceremoniously
ealled cut of their colleze progrems and placed in the infantry where they soon
gaw combat dutye »Pefore hostilitiss ended the source of new male freshmen had been
out off completely except for the 17-ysar olds and those who were physically unfite.

Research on scieutific projecis engaged meany of ouwr sclentists both in and out
of the ermwd forees., Ondy afber Ved Day did wo lesynu thet some of then had been
promivently actibe in atonie resserch. OCther fields such ss chemistry, physios,
some us did the writing of parts of the history. Folitieal geography and research
in the Office of Strategle Servioces engaged still others. :

Vhatever the branch of tle armed foroes or of war work, there were to be found
in it many of our former faculty members and students serving as instructors. is
might be expected of mxtidmwxioodm persomnel from & libersl sxts and teacher

training lnstitubion, they were equelly sctive as administratorse

The pert played in the wer by the Aziec women ﬁum special mention. About
150 women students and faeulty members went infto the service which carried them to
practicsally all mejor theaters of sction and to every section of this countrye.
flundreds of others went into other branches of war work, and nearly every one seeme
ed to be en aged in some orm of activity to aid the war efiort. Although the
Collese sporsored some orgenized entertaincent for service menm, by fer the greater
portion of sueh service wes rendered by the individual Aztee women throush their
own church, social and other organizations in the communitye FPor meny, this service
was in addition to studies, and either part or full time employment.

The fall of 1945 seaw the upswing in enrollment with the return of disabled
veterans. lost of those entering the collese &t thet time enrclled under iublie
Law 1€, while the much greater influx of luter semesters cewe mainly under the proe
visions of Fublie Lew 346, or the G. I, Bille There now sre aboul 2,000 veterans
enrolled en the cempus, meny of whom sre our former students resuming their education
with ;rester maturity end almost inveriably with greater deternination and successe.

This chapter would be incomplete without reference Lo The Astec liews Letter,

for that publiecation contains our wost eomplete reecord of the "Aztees in Service."
Its 48 issues were edited and jublished over & four=year period by the arriter of this chapter
also, by various wesns, reised funds emcuntiu: to nearly (10,000 for its publicetion

end sailing costs. The Aztec News Letter was plammed as & clearing house of news

from service men to service men, snd undoubtedly it beeswe the College’s wost widely
read rublieation. Its peak circulation was 3800 coyies for both service and hove

front readerse



There were meny adjincts and suxilieries to the Hews Letter. mne was an
sddress file which wus referred to innumerable times by friends of those in service.
Arotler was & picture penel st the college with rrovision for nemes and pietures
of all of the "Asztecs in Service." Besuuse of the availability of their addresses,
canpus students found it possible to write annual Cliristuss letters to them.

Complete volumes of The Aztee jlews Letler may be referred to in the College,

San Diego Tity, and the Junipero Serra luseum libraries. Host of the printed issues
are still available at the office of the San Diego State College Alumni Association

ieh now publishes the Alumni Yews, & successor to The Aztec News Lettere With

the rehmi of 8o many of the service men, the emphasis in the news is upon eivilien
and alumni activitye

Names of the former students who died in vdlitary service will be placed upen
& bronze ghquo by the veterans now sttending the College. The list, as complete

ag it hes been possible to meve, follows:



John Ee Abbott
Reymond Le Adeir
Herman Addleson
Robert Ve Alber
James orwood Amos
Roger Armbrister
Mertin Pe. Anderson
Fichard Dennis Aubert
Williem . Baldwin
Allen 2ailey

Joseph Barkley

John Y. “essett
williem Ce Batchelor
John o Deck

Clair V. Berdel
Jack Y. Terg

John Purdette Binkley
Jobn Williear Borum
Franl Braisted
Forrest e frown
Varren Ve Erown
iaxton Prown
Richerd We "urch
John Ce Butler

Faul Callo

Wesley Ee Carter
pennis Chemberlain

sordon Chamberlein

Richard Re Clark

Richard We Clark

vRobert Cochrane

Thomas e Cozens
liarold Le Currey, Jre
George Re Dell
Thormes Je Davies
Ldwerd He Davis
Shermen Denny
Charles e Dowell
Leslie Duvell
wesley s EbY.
Foward Je Ingle

Ce Gene Hrdmen
George Je ile EZwing
Adeluvert Feulconer
faul Le Fern

Don TFinney

Gilbert Ce Fitzell
lioward Flisrand
John Je Fraser
Jack Frost

Robert s Fuller
Lymen Je G8ge, JTe
Joseph jlormen Gates
A Coeddel

#illiam 5. Goodehild

hobert Ae Griffith



frani: Je Cussti Raymond ueller

Stenley Tue Hussell Newbury
Georpge e Yammond John He lolan

James Ce fardin Fraok Cliver

Yason Uarris Thomes Cook Owen
illiam Se Parshaw ~ Jemes Parks

#illiam Feadington Foyel Ae Farks
Edwerd le Imblum Sam Fetella

Douglas Jacks Robert Ce reterson
Yenneth L. Johnson Atwell vilton Fhelps
Charles I's Jones Reymond Craig Potter

Richeré "ates Gilbert Juon

Arthur Telley Lynn Rogers

James e “ooster “remer Horig

Faul Traesuer George Rosado

Robert Je Landis Richard Ve Hoth

Tendell langford Francis iichard Hyen
Janes Leonerd Willias ©. Sage
Allen Lovine James Lsuwels
flowerd Veirice Joni;h sevage

Lyle Ce ¥eGloeklin Eichard Saweyae

Joln Be egrew Pdward Le Searl, III
Hourice e Vorrell vaxwell Butler Sherwood
George Ke lohr #illiem Be Shropshire
fracels ssmo Heaffle Sinmpson

Fay Fe Moore jaul Siraton

Tenneth 2. loyer Thomas Ae Skinmer



Frederick Be Smith
Robert Tarlan Smith
John Etevenson

Vietor Raymond Telbot
#illian Taylor

Ross fe Tenney
Clarence ¥o Terry
Alan Thonas

Jerry Fe Thomas
Yalter L. Tichenor
Ferker Totten ‘

T omas Traylor
Russell Dean ahlberg
Fraunk He Verdusco
John H, L. Vogt, Jre
Peter Leo Volsz

Larls Fe Bangness
Donald Le Tebber
Lewrence l. Terner
Clerence ls Thite
Clea He @illiams
¥aurice Wilson

Louvig lmzsie Winn, Jre.

Charles Ye Witt



