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To All of the Aztecs in Service libe rated prisoners, addit ional infor ma-
and Their Friends: t ion has come in. Griff Williams and 

This time the News Letter probably George Crawford are home as is Hon-
shows much more of the spirit of VE orary Aztec Ernie McAnulty. Your ed itor 
da y tha n it d id la st month when it re- saw Ern ie, and he looked wel l, felt fin e . 
ported that VE day had been observed 
on the campus. The news and the let- Seven Aztecs are still mi ssing fro m 
ters have made a differe nce, but t he acti on in the ETO. They a re Lt. Wil-
most importa nt part of it was the news liam E. Baldwin, Capt. Richard W. 
that every one of the 25 'State College Burch, S/ Sgt. Stanley Gue, Lt. Edward 
Aztecs who had been he ld prisoner in L lmblum, Sgt. Kenneth L. Johnson, Lt. 
Eu rope has been liberated . See the de- Ross A. Tenney and Capt. Jerry E. 
ta iled reports further down . Tftomas. Info rma tion is wa nted a bout 

Si nce the editing wa s do ne for the any of t hese men , so if you have any 



official news, please send it along. 
Fourteen Aztecs are missing in the 

Pacific Theater and five are prisoners 
of the Japanese. 

The total number of Aztecs who have 
entered the service stands at 2,975. Of 
these, 95 have been killed in action and 
in training during the war. 

You have asked for more home front 
news. Thi s time you are getting it. 
President Hepner was asked to give you 
at first hand some of t he im portant 
news about changes and additions for 
the fall semester. 

Dean C. E. Peterson is giving you the 
ath letic program, and •Bill Cordtz who is 
a student at State College and a sports
writer for the Tribune-Sun wrote about 
the coaching set- up. 

Marion •Bowler, State College gradu
ate of 1940 and now a flight planner at 
Convair, was asked to write a column 
of Home Front News. Ma rion, herself a 
pi lot, is a past president of the San 
Diego Unit of the Women's National 
Aeronautical Association ar>d is now 
vice president of the national orga niza
t ion. Jayne Dempsey was asked to 
write the campus news. She was, among 
other things, co-editor with Jeanne 
Oncley, of this yea r' s Del Sudoeste. 

Recently a great many News Letters 
have bounced because you have moved. 
When they come back, you are off the 
mailing list until you send in the new 
address. Thi s is important to us. W hen 
you return from overseas, please let us 
know so we can take you off the over
seas . list. Those envelopes cost us mon
ey-be as compared with the i 1f2 c for 
domestic mail. 

Civilians who are on the li st but who 
no longer wish to be because of return 
of relatives and friends also are urged 
to let us kn ow. It has bee n our policy 
to se nd the News Letter to all who 
rea ll y wa nt it, but we want to know 
when we can be permitted to send 
fe wer copies . 

And again, best of luck, 

Lauren C . Post 
Editor of the News Letter 

P.S. For the past two months the News 
Letter has been decorated with the pic
tures of g iri s from the six soror ities that 
led in se lling the Third Anniversary Issue 
of the News Letter. Thi s month six non
sorority girls are represe nted . Many of 
you have written that you like the pic
tures. This is what Dick St. John wrote : 
"Say Doc, this little lad gives his full 
approval of the glamor girl s that grace 
th e front page. Nothing could be bet
ter. Just keep on putting some on each 
issue . It ma kes for fa ster opening of the 
envelope." Sometime we will try to have 
a final se lection of the "News Letter 
Cover ·Girl" for you. LCP. 

PFC. RICHARD H. BAILEY 
is "deceased" according to a verifica
tion on one of hi s News Letters which 
was returned to send er. He had been in 
the I 04th Divi sion, the Timberwolf Di
vision. (M ore infor mation, please. LCP.) 

~ 
ROBERT COCHRANE, RM3c 

who was reported missing in the Gil
berts back in 1943 ha s since been re
ported killed. He had attended State 
College in 1939. 

~ 
U. (JG) JOHN J. FRASER 

was killed in action in the Pacific. Lt. 
Fraser was a former radio announcer and 
is survived by Mrs. Blanche Horton Fra
ser and a little daughter, Barbara 
Blanche. 

~ 
IST LT. JOHN (JACK) FROST 

ha s been reported killed in action ac
cording to word received by his mother. 
She reported t hat he had been awarded 
the Purple Heart for wounds received 
which caused hi s death on Au gust 26, 
1943. . 

Jack had been awarded a Presiden
tia l Citation for his service as pilot of 
a B-17 in photograph ing enemy terri
tory in Nort h Afr ica . On his first mis
sion over enemy territory as pilot of a 
P-38 he fail ed to return. He had last 
reported in by radio from the vici nity of 
Salerno, Italy. 

~ 
ROBERT M. FULLER, PHM3C, 

was killed in action on Okinawa on May 
2, 1945. He had been attached to the 
Marine Corps for duty. 

~ 
CAPT. DONALD C. OWEN, USMCR, 

died in the Pacific Area on May 26, 
1945, according to word received by 
hi s parents from Wa shington . 

In 1942 Capt. Owen and hi s squad
ron were sent to Guadalcanal to assist 
the Marines in holding Henderson 
Field. After 15 months of Pacific duty 
he returned to the States and later he 
shipped out again . 

He and his Wolf Pack squadron were 
equipped with Corsair fighter planes. 
and were assigned to a carrier that was 
in on the big Tokyo strike in February . 
They were also in on many strikes 
against lwo Jima a nd Okinawa . 

(Capt. Owen was one of the fir st re
turning Aztecs to address a student 
body group at State College. He spoke 
of their activities around Henderson 
Field and the Solomons and told of 
early difficulties in getting their planes 
off to fight the Japs. Those were the 
days when the going was really tough. 
Don, in his modest way, gave us a clear 

"picture of some of their troubles. We 
will all miss Don, but we know that he 
was a real scrapper . LCP.) 
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LT. GILBERT QUON 
was re ported missing in action in the 
Pacific. He had been in a heavy bomb
er outfit , probably in the Marianas. 

~ 
(Following are the reports on the 

former prisoners he ld by the German s. 
Some of the reports are brief, but yo ur 
editor believes that each is reliable as 
far as it 'goes .. All of the priso ners have 
been reported libera ted and alive. Thei r 
physical conditions are not known other 
tha n as re ported below. We hope you 
will send in additional or different in 
formation as it comes to yo u. LCP.) 

~ 
LT. JASON AXSON 

was li berated from the prisoner camp. 
He had been shot down last August 
wh ile on a bombing mission over Ger
many. 

~ 
LT. KENNETH E. BARNHART, JR. 

is back in San Diego following his stay 
of eight months in various pr isone r of 
war camps in Germany. He had been 
shot down while on his 15th bombing 
mission out of Foggia, Italy. He went 
down ove\ Hungary and was at large for 
four days before the SS picked him up. 

Ken lost "20 pounds right off and 
never gained it back unti l he began 
eating real food following hi s liberation . 
Now he is perfectly we ll and ha s gained 
back practically all of the 20 pounds. 
He wo uld be good for at least seve ral 
Snow Jobs but so far, " He just ain't 
talking." 

Lt. Barnhart is the son of Dr. Barnhart 
of the State College faculty. His broth
er, Donald, is a PhM2c, and he headed 
for the Phil ippines the very da y that Ken 
was liberated. ~ · · " 

-~ .... 
LT. MAX BINSWANGER 

was liberated from a prison camp 1n 
Belgrade . His liberation and visits to 
the campus were reported some time 
ago in the News Letter. 

~ 
LT. HORACE DALE BOW MAN 

has been liberated and is expected 
home soon. 

~ 
PFC. ROGER E. CASH 

has been reported liberated from a 
prison camp. He had been wounded 
and taken prisoner last December at the 
time of the German offensive. 

~ 
CAPT. ARCHIE W. CHATIERLEY 

is well and free again accord ing to a 
cable that he se nt to his mother, Mrs. 
Laura E. Chatterley of I 036 Bush St. , 
San Diego. 

~ 
U. GEORGE G. CRAWFORD 

was seen in Paris by 'Lt. Larry Devlin 
shortly after he was liberated. He was 
with Capt. Griffith P. Williams and 'Lt. 
Ernest McAnulty at the time. Lt. Craw-



ford was one of the mai n sources of 
news to the POWS as he took his recol 
lect ions of the News Letter to the fe l
lows who had bee n in longer than he. 

~ 
PFC. MARIO DELL'ACQUA 

was reported liberated before this of
fice even had him listed as a prisoner. 
He has been reported missing a couple 
of mo nths before t he surrender of G er
many. 

~ 
LT. DONN DEMARCE 

has been reported liberated. He had 
flown 30 missions as a co-pilot of a 
B-24. 

~ 
S/ SGT. RUSSELL ELDRIDGE 

was liberated after having been a pris
oner for 20 months. He will soon see 
his son, Glen, for the first time. Glen 1s 
two years old . 

~ 
LT. AUGUSTFLHSHBEIN 

has been liberated and is expected 
home soon. 

~ 
CPL. MERLE M. GENET 

wrote the fol lowing letter from nea r 
Linz, Austria: 

" I just received the May issue of the 
Aztec News Letter yesterday. I have a l
ready read it completely through a nd 
have passed it on fo r other fellows to 
read. I wa nt to take t his opportu ni ty to 
thank you and everyone concerned for 
the sp lendid work you have done in 
getting the News Letter out every 
month. It certa in ly has been a wonde r
fu l contribut ion to the wa r effo rt . Th e 
colored pane l on the April issue certa in
ly was a beauty. Al tho ugh I neve r at
tended State at its present location, it 
sure made me homesick. I only attended 
State for one yea r (1927-1 928) and was 
aff iliated with the Eta Oemga Delta 
fraternity. 

" I have bee n with t he Th ird Army 
over here . I was in on the battle of the 
Saar Basin (Saarla utern), then headed 
for Leipzig and fina ll y ended up down 
here in Austria. I was take n prisone r .by 
the G erma n SS troops at Eferdi ng, Aus
tria, on May 4th a nd was later re leased 
upon a n excha nge of prisoners the 
same day. W hen they first captured us 
they were goi ng to shoot us, but fo r 
some reason or other, (we did not as k) 
they changed their minds. 

"W e have bee n havi ng some bea uti 
ful wea ther here fo r t he past two weeks 
or so now. We ca n see the Al p:; t rom 
here and they are sti ll pretty wel l cov
ered with snow. 

"Keep up the good work as it ce r
tai nl y is appreciated and wi ll conti nue 
to be un til the war is won and long 
after. 

" I notice t hat Mrs. Lucile (Daney) 
Martin is now worki ng for the San Diego 
Electric Rai lway Compa ny. I was em-

ployed by this compa ny as Service In
spector before entering the army two 
years ago. 

"Agai n I wan t to tha nk yo u for th e 
interest you take in those of us who are 
so far from home these days." 

~ 
LT. JOHN GILL 

has bee n liberated . He had been 
wounded at the ti me his bomber was 
shot dow n a yea r ago last March. 

~ 
LT. JAMES S. HIGLEY 

who was shot down when piloti ng a 
P-38 last December has been liberated. 
He has a so n, James W., who is six 
mo nths old . 

~ 
LT. PAUL W. JOHNSTON 

who was taken prisoner in Italy (News 
Letter No. 25) has been liberated. He 
had bee n in t he Anzio act ion with a 
Raider Bn. 

~ 
SGT. DWAIN KANTOR 

was the third Aztec who had been a 
prisoner in Germany that your ed ito r 
has seen. Dwai n was shot down whil e 
o·n his seventh mission over G ermany 
and he was a prisoner for two months 
before he was li berated. He lost 20 
pounds, but he has long since ga ined 
it al l back. For his seven missions, 
Dwai n was awarded the Air Meda l. 

~ 
LT. RICHARD F. KENNEY 

who was a low-number prisoner (POW 
No. 1747) came· home after 22 months 
in prisoner camps. He had a couple of 
low visits on the campus and appeared 
to be perfectly well. He will be ready 
to go agai n, if necessary, after hi s 60 
day leave . 

Richa rd told ma ny stories of hcppen
ings in prison camps, some wit'1 ~umor, 
and others in a diffe rent moor!. His ex
perience, although not as bad a; some, 
is not the ki nd one wo ul d ever want to 
repea t. He told of so litary confineme:1t 
and interrogating when his arr;-.s were. 
badly burned fro m hi s crash landing. 
Al together it was pretty rougn. 

Richard had fl own P-38s when th~ go
in g was roug h back in North Afric'.:l . 
He was shot down on his 27th missron. 

~ 
LT. WILLIAM LAN'SILL 

was liberated a nd at las t report was a t 
Lucky Stri ke camp in France awa iting 
tra nsportat ion home . He was a B-24 
pilot and was shot down on April 8, 
1944. 

~ 
LT. WIL:LIAM M. MILTON 

who was a prisoner of the Germans ha s 
been return ed to Allied Mil itary con
trol, accord ing to word received by his 
mother, Mrs. W. M. Milt.on of 1428 Law 
St. in Sa n Diego. 

Lt. Milton was a P- 38 pilot and was 
shot down over G erma ny on October 
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6, 1944. He has been awarded the Air 
Medal for meritorious service in t he 
ETO. 

He is the 5th of the pri soners to 
check in. Date, May 17. 

~ 
F/ O JOSEPH K. ROBBINS 

was the second prisoner from G erma ny 
to return to t he State College campus. 
He a nd your ed itor had a long visit a nd 
along with Richard Ke nney's stories, 
helped to clarify the picture of life as 
it was in German prison camps. Joe has 
ga ined most of his we ight back a nd 
looks very well. The News Letter had re
ported him miss in g back in No. 19 so he 
had extra reading to do when he came 
home. 

~ 
LT. GEORGE 'SCOTT 

is home fo llowi ng his li beration. He had 
quite a time of it in t he prison camp 
accordi ng to Richard Kenney. It seems 
that Scott had drawn a picture of Hit
ler (with a noose around his neck) and 
one of the ferrets fou nd it on his bunk. 

~ 
CAPT. THEODORE RUNYON 

was released fro m a G erma n prison 
camp a nd . he has returned home to 
C oronado. He was one of t he first fl y
ers overseas and won the Disti nguished 
Serv

0

ice Cross a nd the Air Meda l wi th 
a Sil ve r Oak Leaf Cl uster in li e u of fi ve 
Bronze Oak. Lea f C lusters . 

Capt. Runyon was in the prison camp 
for 27 months. He looked well in a pic
t ure pri nted in a loca l newspaper. 

~ 
LT. COL. ROBERT TUTTLE 

who was held a prisoner by the G erma ns 
has been li berated , and he ha s retu rn ed 
to California. He is up in Sa n Anselmo 
with his fa mi ly, a nd he is reported well. 
C ol. Tutt le was t he 25th of the Aztec 
·prisoners to be repo rted liberated , and 
with the report on him, we were real ly 
relieved to know that there had been 
no fatal it ies among our own State Col
lege men who had been held prisoner 
by t he Germa ns. LCP. 

~ 
'LT. CARTER VAUGHN 

was libe rated. No other news has come 
in to date. 

~ 
'S/ S,GT. EDWARD W. WEl1SENBERG 

ha s been liberated from a G erman pris
oner cam p. He was f irst reported miss
ing in News tetter No. 17. He has a 
little da ug hter he has never seen. 

~ 
CAPT. GRIFFITH P. WILLIAMS 

has been liberated and was fi rst re
ported to th is office as bei ng well by 
Lt. Larry Devlin who saw G riff in Paris. 
G riff was the fi rst Aztec to give us a 
Snow Job at •State College. That was 
back in the summer of 1942 when we 
were worki ng on News Letter No. 4. 

He was shot down on Jul y 4, 1943, 
• 



over 1Sicily and his pals reported that 
he didn 't have a chance as they had 
seen hi s plane go down in flames. We 
are looking forward to a further report 
on Griff as on the othe r Kriegies as they 
check in on their 60 da y leaves. 

~ 
'LT. RICHARD1 I. CHUGG 

was wounded in action in Europe and 
is now in a hospita l in England : 

"I was hit in the arm a wh ile back 
by an enemy riflema n and they now 
have me in a hospital in England. I 
would like to say that I have had won
derful care and that the front line 
medical corpsmen are men that al l men 
who have been in combat look up to. 
The boys up front have been doing a 
wonderful job and from the news that 
has come to me, they are still doing 
so." (Dick is in 4204 Hospita l Plant, 
DOP. LCP.) 

~ 
CAPT. CHARLES PERRY DELONG, 

USM CR, 
was wounded in acti on on Okinawa. He 
was hit by a shell fragment and he wrote 
Mrs. DeLong that he was doing all right. 
See Chet DeVore's note about Perry in 
this News Letter. 

~ 
CPL. WILLIAM L. 1POST, U'SMCR 

was wounded in the leg by s hrapn~ I on 
Okinawa on May 14. He was hospital
ized for a while but rejoined his outfit 
and was with the boys when they fin
ished the fighting to secure the island. 
He is in an engineering Bn. of the Sixth 
Marine Division . This is hi s second tour 
of overseas duty with the Marines. (B·ill 
is your editor's nephew. LCP.) 

~ 
PFC. J. R. McVEIGH 

has the Purple Heart and one battle 
star. He wrote: 

"I've just received my copy of Aztec· 
News Letter, and I can't tell you how 
much it means to me. I'm in the 69th 
Division of the First Army. I joi ned my 
outfit, Co. B, 271 st Regiment, at Wald, 
Germany, which was in the Siegfried 
Line, just in time for the push off across 
Germany. We saw some of our hardest 
fighting taking Leipzig. We really had 
a battle around the 'Soldier's Monu
ment,' a tower dedicated to Napoleon. 
I spent that night in a foxhole right next 
to a grave. We crossed the Rhine on 
one of the pontoon bridges. We crossed 
over at Niederbiesick. The hardest fight
ing we had was taking Eilenburg where 
we met the Russia ns . After that we knew 
it would just be a matter of time . 

"It was swell to read about the Chase 
Brothers, Walt Sefton, Don Moody and 
some of the other fell ows I knew. My 
brother Don is still in India and ha s com
pleted seve ral missions. One with bad 
weather, but he made out all right. He 
wr ites me they really live a primitive life 
there. I haven't met any Aztecs over 

here but I'm keeping on the lookout. 
Afte r having walked and ridden over a 
lot of Germany I say that their country 
is rich a nd beaut iful . Why they aren't 
sa ti sfied with it beats me. Seeing a ma
nure pile in every fr ont yard still amazes 
me. You can sum up the Ge rmans by a 
compari son with the same pile. Thanks 
again for plac ing me on the mailing 
li st." 

~ 
CAPT. THOMAS W. QUEEN 

was awarded the Purple Heart for a 
wou nd he received in aerial combat 
over Hanover, G erm a ny , on Ja nu ary 14, 
1945. He and Capt. Charles Rotzler 
were two of five American fighters 
against 20 G erman fighters in the 
battle . 

Tom has many decora ti ons , and on 
two different occasions he shot down 
three G erman planes. 

·~ 
S/ SGT. ALAN L. ROBBINS 

was wo unded in actio n in the Philip
pines. Al had been in the. tough fight
ing around Manila and presumably had 
jumped there with the paratroops. 

~ 
LT. 1LYMAN BALLINGER, USNR, 

was another campus visitor. He has 
been overseas for a year during which 
time he was with a Navy bombing 
squadron under Comdr. Miller (of the 
One-Man Task Force) in the Gilberts, 
Marshalls and the Marianas. Lt. Balling
er wa s engineering officer for the squad
ron and kept the planes goi ng. Their 
squadron recently . was awarded the 
Presidential Unit Citation , and he was 
awarded the Bronze Star Medal. Lt. 
Ballinger's new assignment is with the 
Bureau of Aeronautics in Washington, 
D. C. 

~ 
LT. JAMES F. CARLSON 

was commissioned in the field during 
the Battle for Leyte and he was also 
awarded the Bronze Star Medal for the 
heroic rescue of wounded comrades un
der enemy fire. He is in action now on 
Okinawa. 

·~ 
SGT. DONALD J. CROUCH 

was awarded the Bronze Star Medal for 
meritorious service with the Fifth Army 
in Italy. 

~ 
LT. (JG) WIL;LIAM F. DOWNING 

came in to pay the campus a visit. He 
had been on the USS Pringle when she 
was sunk by a Jap suicide dive bomber 
off Okinawa. He was in the water for 
an hour and a half, part of the time 
without a life preserver. He wa s picked 
up and he came through without a 
scratch, but he says that he was just 
plain lucky. 

His ship wa s in on five assault land
ing s while he wa s aboard her. His first 
was at Bougainville, Bi smark Archipel-
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ago, Marianas, lwo and fina lly Oki nawa. 
It was on the Bougainvill e support 

bombardment that Bill earned hi s 
Purple Heart. He was hit by a shell 
fra gmen t from a sh"ore battery. 

Lt. Joseph :Suozzo has been in town 
and was with Bill. They are two more 
of the 33 fellows from our V-7 cla ss 

· that went to Northweste rn. 

~ 
MAJ. CHARLES V. FRY 

was awarded the Bronze Star Meda l for 
meritorious service in Luxembourg and 
Germany. He is with an AAA wea pon s 
Bn. 

~ 
'LT. GOR'DON S. 'GAINES, USNR, 

rece ived a commendation for his serv
ices aboard the USS Caldwell on which 
he was assistant engineering officer. The 
ship was hit in a violent a ir battle off 
Ormac a nd Lt . Gaines was credited 
with assisting in fighting the resulting 
fires and in aiding the wounded. 

There we re 74 casualties aboard the 
ship which suffered a bomb hit on the 
stern , but the destroyer's crew exting
uished the flames and she emerged from 
the engagement still· fighting. She man
aged to knock down fi ve Jap planes 
which dive-bom bed and strafed her and 
other sh ips screening the convoy. 

~ 
IST LT. GENE HARREY 

came home after 35 missions as a pilot 
in heavy bombers in England . He had 
been awarded the Air Medal with three 
Oak Leaf Clusters and the Di stingui shed 
Flying Cross. 

~ 
CPL. WHIT HOSKINS 

was awarded the Silver Star Medal for 
his services in the 5 I 3th Parachute In
fantry of the 17th Airborne Division. He 
wrote from Sterkrade, Germany : 

"My last letter was written shortly 
after our mission in the Belgian Bulge . 
Of course we had other names for it, 
unprintable names, naturally. 

"Since then the 17th Airborne has 
made military history with its airborne 
mi ss ion across the Rhine and its aid in 
the enveloping of the Ruhrland, form
ing the Ruhr pocket. Later, we aided in 
closing that pocket. 

"I'll always believe that the defeat of 
the German army in the west took place 
in Belgium. After the Bulge, the main 
enemy was old man weather. Weather, 
rather than enemy opposition was the 
main factor in slowing down our ad
vance. 

"Joe Carter received a battlefield 
commission for his work in Belgium. He 
is now in charge of one of our Di s
placed Persons camps. I see him very 
frequently because I service hi s medi
cal section and keep medical records 
on hi s camp. 

"Our only contact with other Aztecs 
is through the News Letter, as there are 



no other Aztecs among us. What are 
these fellows doing: Claude Kishler, Bob 
Bouton, Jim Buck, Jack Hopkins, Doug 
and Wayne 'St. Morris? Also does Louis 
B. Thomas get the News Letter?" (Yes, 
Louis has been on our mailing list for a 
long time. His address appears else
where. LCP.) 

-~ 

F/ O DEXTER LANOIS 
has been awarded the Air Medal and 
he has two bronze stars on his campaign 
ribbon. He has more than 1,000 hours 
of flying time to his credit, some of 
which was in ferrying B- I 7s, C47s and 
fighters to the Russians up in Alaska. He 
has since flown to India and is now iri 
China. 

~ 
:SGT. CHARLES W. LISTMANN 

who is in the 24th Division in the Philip
pines has been awarded the Bronze Star 
Medal. He has the Philippine Libera
tion Ribbon and also five overseas 
stripes. 

~ 
LT. WILLIAM LYLE 

was awarded a Presidential Unit Cita
tion for his work with a VB and later 
with a VPB outfit in the Pacific. He did 
his first tour in the Solomons and later 
was in the Philippine area. 

-~ 

IST. JOHN J. O'LEARY 
flew 50 mi ssions over Austria, Germany, 
Rumania, Italy, France, Hungary and 
Yugo-Slavia and has been awarded the 
Air Medal and three Oak Leaf Clusters 
and also the Distinguished Flying Cross. 
At present Lt. O'Leary is in communi
cations school at Chanute Field, Illinois . 

-~ 

LT. WILLARD B. PETERSON 
has completed 24 missions in the Phil
ippines and has 20 to go before com
pleting his tour. He is leading a squad
ron of B24s. Willard reports having seen 
Jeanne Quint who is a nurse in his area . 

-~ 

MAJ. FRANCIS E. PIERCE, USMCR, 
had the Distingui shed Flying Cross 
added to his li st of decora tion for 66 
mission s in the South Pacific. Maj . 
Pierce has the Purple Heart for wounds 
received at Guadalcanal. 

~ 
I ST LT. RICHARD S. RASH, USM CR 
was awarded the Purple Heart for 
wounds received in his Pacific service 
of 20 months. He is back at Miramar 
after having had three planes shot out 
from under him, landing in the water all 
three times after parachuting to safety. 

The first time he was shot down was • 
over Kavieng, when ack-ack crippled hi s 
plane. He was in the water 30 minutes 
before being rescued by a flying boat. 
The second time he was hit as he strafed 
at tree top level over Babelthaup. He 
flew on and parachuted to safety in the 
water, being picked up in 20 minutes by 

another flying boat. The third time he 
was hit while bombing Babelthaup air
strip and landed in the same place he 
did the second time, being there ten 
minutes before a destroyer picked him 
up. 

·,- ' ~ 

CAPT. CHARLES M. ROTZLER 
returned from England where he was 
based with the Eighth Air Force, 56th 
Fighter Group. He flew 73 missions in 
P-47s and has been awarded the Air 
Medal, I I Oak Leaf Clusters, the Dis
tinguished Flying Cross and one Oak 
Leaf Cluster. He denied that he had 
shot down seven planes-"lt was only 
five." Three of them were on a single 
mission over Fulda. 

While in England Chuck was with Tom 
Oueen throughout and he also saw Lt. 
Gene Bowman. 

As a diversion from fighting, Chuck 
organized and conducted a 13-piece 
band that played all of the popular hits. 
Many of you will recall Chuck's orches
tra here that played at the Collegiate 
Club. 

From here Chuck goes to Santa Ana 
for reassignment. He does not ye( know 
what his assignment will be. 

~ 
l'ST LT. ROBERT RUIZ 

came home for a 30 day leave after 
completing 35 missions in the ETO in 
heavy bombers. Lt. Ruiz has the Air 
Medal with four Oak Leaf Clusters, the 
Distinguished Flying Cross and the Presi
dential Unit Citation. He is to report to 
Sacramento for rea ssignment. 

~ 
LT. ROBERT F. RUSSELL 

has been awarded the Bronze Star 
Medal. He is at present in the I 28th 
Station Hospital in New Guinea with 
a bad back. "Everyone in the ward 
reads the News Letter. Keep it coming." 

~ 
LT. (JG) EARL E. SECHRIST 

came in during leave following the sink
ing of his ship, the USS Bush, off Oki
nawa . He was in the water for eight 
hours, and he said that hi s teeth were 
chattering after 15 minutes of it. Al
though Earl didn 't say much about it, 
there is little doubt that the going wa s 
rugged . 

~ 
LT. STANLEY SCOFIELD (MC) USNR 
has been awarded a Navy Unit Cita
tion for his 18 months service overseas. 
He participated in the Guam and Oki- . 
nawa operations and is with the Sixth 
Marine Divis ion, Co. A, 6th Med. Bn. 

~ 
SGT. FERN W. THOMAS 

who is the son of Mr. William Thomas 
of the State College maintenance staff, 
was one of the first men to cross the 
Rhine River over the Regmagen Bridge 
He is· a busy man these days as he is 
one of the American soldiers assigned 

to counting Heinrich Himmler's money 
somewhere in the Bavarian Mountains 
in Southern Germany. Sgt. Thomas' pic
ture appeared in the Phoenix Gazette 
showing him hard at work-counting 
money. Previously, he had been in the 
battle of the Belgian Bulge. He has not 
been wounded but at one time a shell 
burst threw frozen dirt in his eyes. 

~ 
S/SGT. WILLIAM HALE lHOMPSON 
is back in San Diego after a most ex
citing tour of duty in the ETO. He flew 
47 missions in heavy bombers out of 
England and was shot down twice. The 
first time was over St. Lo in France the 
day after the Normandy invasion. The 
second timewas over Hanover ori April 
13, 1945. On the second occasion he 
was rescued by Russian slave laborers 
and hidden by them until the city was 
taken by the Yanks. 

Sgt. Thompson ha s the Air Medal 
with five Oak Leaf Clusters and the 
Distinguished Flying Cross. He is now 
home on a 30-day leave. 

~ 
LT. HOWARD B. TURRENTINE, USNR 
was given the Commendation Ribbon 
for his part in the discovery and an
nihilation of a Jap naval force while on 
duty in the Southwest Pacific. He was 
cited by Vice-Admiral Kinkaid for his 
work as intelligence officer and strategic 
plotter for a division commander. • 

~ 
LT. COL. KENNETH S. WADE 

has been awarded the Air Medal, the 
Purple Heart and the Distinguished Fly
ing Cross. First he was in fighters and 
later he became a bomber group com
mander. 

~ 
Lt. Ed S. Conant, USNR, wrote from 

his carrier in the Pacific: 
"Had expected to get a 'batch' of 

mail aboard today, but only a handful 
was delivered. This fine N.L. of I May 
(#38) kept me from drawing a blank. 
Wish there was some way I could tell 
you how much the News Letters are 
enjoyed and appreciated-not only by 
Aztecs either. I passed No. 38 on to 
Lt. Comdr. Bill Romberger, husband of 
Aztec Mary Ann (Jessop), as there was 
mention of him and family in the 'gos
sip column.' 

"My goodness (as we rough speaking 
old salts say) do you really have pretty 
things like that back in Uncle Sugar (I 
mean the pictures of the co-eds o' 
course-we haven't seen any female 
critters for five months, and before that 
they were Guamese) . 

"I've flown some very interesting mis
sions this time out-over Tokyo three 
times, lwo, Okinawa strikes and support, 
and over Kyushu, Inland Sea, and Shi
koku (I've got a good notion to come 
back to State and breeze through that 



'Geog of Asia.' Also had a hand in the 
sinking of the Yamato. 

"Have been pretty lucky-have had 
my Hellcat hit three times by A.A. 
(once by Jap DD five-inch in Tokyo 
Bay) and twice by aerial gunfire, but 
only received a few minor cuts myself. 
I went back later to the place when I 
got the P.H. and we set fire to the 
town, put the A.A. out of business and 
I shot down a Zeke and a Tojo over the 
joint. Vindictive, wot! Still haven't been 
able to get that big fat flying boat. 
Have a total of seven 'kills' for this 
cruise, but all Jap fighters. 

"Remind me to tell you about the 
typhoon when I next see you-it was 
quite an experience. 

" I'm now C .O. of the Fighter Bomber 
squadron, and really have a great bunch 
of boys. I'm very proud of them. We've 
been out of the States but eight months, 
however, our losses have been pretty 
high, so I expect to be visiting the 'old 
school' again shortly. We'll get leave 
when we return to re-form (not to be 
confused with 'reform' in the Carrie 
Nation sense of the word!)." 

(P.S. Ed's friends will be glad to know 
that he hasn't changed since he flew 
with Ed Overend in Burma , or for that 
matter, since he used to throw those 
phony passes for Leo Calland. LCP.) 

~ 
Lt. Thomas M. Staunton wrote from 

th~ Western Pacific : 
"I've met only one former Aztec since 

I left the States-he was Lt. J. E. Hed
quist, USNR, of the class of '3 6. He's 
been out here but a short time, having 
recently returned from the ETO where 
he was on 'D' Day." 

~ 
Ens. David Lippitt wrote from the 

Philippines: 
"If some Aztec were to run into me 

now they'd find me attached to a 
Negro Special Seabee Battalion in the 
Philippines . Before that I was somewhat 
on the loose and spent two and a half 
weeks tramping from one end of these 
islands to the other. Besides seeing Ma
nila and traveling in guerrila held ter
ritory, I managed to track down my 
brother J.on. In the eight months he 's 
been overseas he 's picked up four stars 
to decorate his ribbons-he's a Pfc. in 
the Air Commandos. Whe n I flew from 
San Diego to San Francisco about two 
months ago, who shou ld be the stew
ardess on the plane but Adrienne 
Wueste." 

~ 
W. Lee Clapham, SK I c, wrote from 

an island in the Pacific: 
"This Rock is much more beautiful 

than any of us ever dreamed it would 
be. In some respects, it reminds me of 
some of the country· you see on your 
way to Palomar, Cuyamaca o( the La
gunas. There are lots of widely dispersed 

small pine trees, which lend a rather 
soothing atmosphere to our camp, par
ticularly at dusk. Our present weather 
reminds me so much of home. Not a 
drop of rain has fallen for two weeks, 
a plea sa nt surprise, I must say-a calm 
after the most terrific, seemingly end
less storm I have ever witnessed . And 
the Orientals here tell us that that was 
only a mist compared to what is in store 
for us within the next couple of months! 

"Next to missing my wife and daugh
ter Marilyn, I deeply miss my piano. Am 
determined to find one and simply let 
myself go for at least five solid hours. 
Are they ever a rarity out here! 

"It might interest you to know that 
at present I am 'camping out' with four 
others-two officers and two enlisted 
men. We cook, eat, clean up, work and 
sleep together. And to think that I left 
home to get away from cooking and 
washing dishes! Oh well, my Scoutmas
ter always said there would be days 
like this!" 

~ 
When you use V-mail, kindly print 

those names large and clear. And in 
case you have a lot to say, please use 
an extra sheet. I'm wearing glasses now 
as it is. LCP. 

~ 
1st Lt. Ira Lipscomb is with an AAA 

Bn. in Saipan. He has somewhere along 
the· route picked up a few battle stars 
and a citation. 

~ 
1st tt. Raymond Knapp, USMC, has 

been in the campaigns of Roi-Namur, 
Saipan, Guam and lwo Jima. He was 
born on Guam so he had another chance 
of seeing his old home. He is now in 
the Third Division. 

~ 
U. John Westland is flying wounded 

men out of Okinawa and other places 
and on other trips he hauls in needed 
supplies. Soon he is to be in a new 
transport sq uadron . He and Marybelle 
bought a place at 16014 Via Pina le in 
.San Lorenzo where she is at present 
with their two children. 

~ 
Irving E. Lewis, CM I c, wrote from 

the Ph ilippines: 
':'I've really been on a merry-go-round 

since I left San Di ego in January 194-3. 
We hit Guadalcanal and the New 
Georgia group; Vella la Vella , Bougain
ville and Treasury Island. Then our next 
jump was up to the Bismark Archipelago 
and finally , a well needed rest in Aus
tralia. We felt sure our next jump would 
be home, but now we find ourselves 
ba.ck to work again in these war-beaten 
Philippines. 

"However, out of all this ruggedness 
and hard work and bad chow (ha!) came 
plenty of laughs (even some of the fox
hole episodes were terrific), a little good 
recreation and invaluable friend ships, 
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and a good solid reputation to add to 
the list of the 'Fighting Seabees'." 

~ 
Pfc. Jack Bahl wrote from Brodernach , 

Germany: 
"We sa t out the last week of the war 

in Hanover. Previous to that we were 
the closest American unit to the Ru s
sians. We were across the Elbe River 
with the 83rd Divi sion. We have trav
eled considerably of late. As a result , 
I have been in several large German 
cities. The la rger ones were Hanover, 
Hann , Dartmund, Munster, Cologne, 
Dusseldorf, Essen, Bochum and others. 
At present we are in a former Hitler 
Jugund Camp 15 miles from Coblenz. 
I believe this part of Germany is called 
the Eifel. The Moselle River is part 
across the road and the Rhine is close 
by. 

"I heard that Jason Axsom was fi
nally liberated after almost a year as 
a German prisoner of war. Claren~e 
Bach is in Armored Force O.C.S. at Fort 
Knox and John Forrest is a F / 0 down 
at Victoria, Tex as. 

~ 
Lt. Ralph Richards wrote from his 

mountain engineering outfit in Italy: 
" I saw a note in a recent News Letter 

to the effect that I have been serving 
with the Fifth Army. I want to go on 
record as saying that I am with the I 0th 
Mountain Division and damn proud of 
such a terrific outfit. I haven't met any 
other Aztecs over here yet, and I think 
I am the only Aztec in the old I 0th. Did 
get a letter from Archie J.ohnston ('41) 
over in England, though . I watch your 
address column for old-timers of the 
251 st (San Diego's Own) and I like to 
read their letters, but I never seem to 
meet any of the old gang. Say hello to 
any of them you see, will you, Doell?? 
I see Lee Harned is in civies now and 
hanging around the campus. Will you 
tell him to write me a line before i 
come home?" 

~ 
Pfc. Gordon Luce wrote from France: 
"My division, the 97th, will return to 

the States in July for thirty day fur
loughs. There, we are -scheduled to go 
to Fort Bragg, N. C., for Pacific training . 
Our battle history mainly concerns the 
Ruhr and Czechoslovakia. Just before 
the end of the war, we cleared the town 
of Schwarzenfeld, where a notorious 
German atrocity camp was. Instead of 
flying white flags of surrender, the in
habitants hung from every window white 
flags with black on them. Even some of 
the German citizens were sickened by 
the sight of some 300 Poli sh victims who 
had been thrown on the bank of the 
town's main river. The people claimed 
it was all the fault of SS troopers, but 
all through our journey in Germany each 
civilian blames the other, or the soldiers 
blame the SS . We made the people of 



the town bury the bodies, but the dark
ness of their activities and cruelties will 
remain and stand out on them for a 
long time to come, as did the black on 
their surrender flags. It will be a long 
time before Germany can rise again to 
commit such deeds, and we are doing 
our utmost to see that they never do." 

~ 
Lt. J. R. Walton, USMCR, wrote from 

the Classification Office, Bldg. 318, 
Camp Lejeune, N. C.: 

"Just to let you know that I have 
qualified for membership in the Fathers' 
Club . It is a daughter (our second) borri 
at the San Diego Naval Hospital on 5 
May. Weighed 6 lbs. 12 oz. Mother and 
both daughters are doing fine-they are 
in !San Diego at 3604 Thirtieth St. For 
your records, the mother's name is Hazel 
(Scofield) and the daughters are Jennifer 
Gwen, 21f2 years, and Marilyn Adele, 
brand new! 

"Have just had word from Lt. Stanley 
Scofield, USNR. Reports that he has a 
fine field hospital set up on the north 
side of Okinawa and that the native 
population is more Chinese than Jap
anese, since the Japs moved in there 
about 90 years ago. 

"Brother Lt. (jg) Horace B. Walter, 
U:SNR, with his wife; Willa (Snell), and 
daughter Adrienne, are holding down a 
residence at I I Nichols Rd., Plantations 
Park, East Greenwich, Rhode Island, 
while Horace is on duty at the Ouonset 
Point Naval Air Station. 

"I st Lt. Earle Egolf departed from 
Camp Lejeune this week with a replace
ment draft . They are headed for the 
Pacific Coast for further transfer to 
some place a little more . to the west. 
Earle had formerly been an instructor 
at the Marine Corps schools at Ouan
tico." 

~ 
Ens. Phil A. Bulot wrote from hi s DMS 

in the Pacific: 
" Enjoyed Connie Frith's column listing 

wedding bells for couples on the State 
front. This way the fellas can keep track 
of their old flame s! 

"The big thing I wanted to ask, Doc, 
wa s thi s: I think there should be a little 
publicity in the News Letter concerning 
the date and· type of program for the 
Final Victory Reunion. This is especially 
important at this time now that Ger
many has folded. I believe that a con
census of opinion on this problem 
through the columns of the News Letter 
would solve it to everyone's satisfaction. 
The Pacific side of the Clan struggles 
on." 

(P .S. No date has been set for the 
Big Reunion, although there has been 
a little talk about it. Right now I am 
working on the idea of some little 
Reunions. You would be surprised at 
who turn s up at a Blue Book Ball, or an 
Open House for the Picture Panel, or 

who will be at the football -games thi s 
fall. We ought to have a little reunion 
section at each game. LCP.) 

~ 
Ens. Robert F. Smith wrote from his 

battleship in the Pacific: 
"Not so very long ago I met H.O .D. 

brother Art Munzig in Honolulu. We 
wined and dined in a pint sized Aztec 
Reunion all of our own. Art has both a 
commiss ion and a wife since leaving 
State. Ouite by chance I have also run 
into Mitch Angus, former San Diego 
sports writer, who attended State for 
his fre shman year. Mitch has been doing 
news ,,correspondence for the Navy out 
here. 

~ 
Lt. Robert .B. Duncan wrote in April, 

from headquarters of the 9th Armored 
Division, G -2 Sec. in Germany: 

"We have over-run a good many 
Stalags, and I keep hoping to free some 
of the boys from home, but so far no 
luck. Incidentally, everything you read 
about conditions in these Stalags is true 
and then some. I've seen the results and 
know. This is a funny war-have been in 
enemy territory more often than I care 
to admit, and entirely unintentionally 
on my part. There are just no front lines 
and when you want to go from one 
spearhead to another you don't feel like 
going back twenty miles or so-so you 
take a chance and cut across . So far so 
good. It's probably a good thing that 
the Krauts aren't too interested in 
shooting." 

~ 
Ann Powers, ARC, wrote from Bush

nell General Hospital, Brigham City, 
Utah: . 

"Both my si ster Bettina and I are 
serving with the Red Cross. She is sta
tioned at the U. S. Naval Hospital at 
Shoemaker, California, while I am in the 
wide open spaces of Utah at a large 
Army hospital. Bushnell is the largest 
amputee center in the western area and 
is filled to capacity with casualties from 
both the European and Pacific fronts. 
You cannot help being proud of the 
spirit of the men here who have been so 
seriously wounded." 

~ 
Ens. James E. Bunker wrote from his 

LSM in the Pacific : 
"I spent some time at Pearl Harbor, 

Guam and Saipan . At Guam I was as
signed to this LSM and we have been 
on some more missions, but as yet, they 
are still dark secrets. 

"There is no telling where these Aztecs 
will show up. When I was on Saipan, I 
took some men to an APA for dental 
work, and who should I run into, but 
an old Epsilon Eta brother, Ens. Bob 
Gardner. He was in on the invasion of 
lwo Jima and we were both at the last 
place. Every once in a while I get back 
around Saipan." 

Lt. Lionel Chase wrote from Pete rson 
Field, Colorado Springs, Colo: 

"It seems that almost all of my time 
in the service has been spent in the 
desert. In fact, I'd been in Texas so lon g 
I was acquiring .an accent, and seriously 
considering the purchase of a horse , 
with associated equipment. Then, out of 
a clear sky, came rumors of transfer . No 
more paper work, but back to the best 
part of the Air Corps, which is Flight 
Test. 

"The other evening I met Lt. Col. 
Jack Fitzgerald at the Broadmoor. Sgt. 
Johnny Hays is here with the radio 
school. I was best man when he was 
married in Salt Lake in February of 
1944. There is a Lt. Col. Orin H. Rigley 
here on the field. Is he the one from 
State?"' (Yes. He's ours . LCP.) 

~ 
Pfc. Don L. Chamberlin wrote from 

Co. B, 413th Inf., 104th Division: 
"Capt. Jim Stacey · drove in on me 

this evening and we spent a very enjoy
able half hour talking over old times. 
I had a hard time convincing him that 
our I 04th Division cleared the way for 
his division so they could link up with 
the Russians first, in fact, I don 't think I 
succeeded at all. Was surely swell see
ing him. Doc, I gave the News Letter 
credit for making it possible. He is look
ing swell and from the reports I get 
about him, he is doing a bangup job. 

"I guess you had a big V-E celebra
tion-I sincerely hope so. Our V-E Day 
was comparatively quiet, we had our 
big celebration the day we met the 
Russians . A little sip of the stuff they 
drink would make anyone want to cele
brate. 

"I haven't seen Jim Leisure recently, 
but he isn't far from me at present and 
I am going to try to look him up." 

~ 
Cpl. Manual M. Doria wrote from · 

Germany: 
"Still with the ' pill-rollers,' only now 

with a unit which has seen a great deal 
of action with the Sixth Armored Di
v1s1on. 

"It seems very strange seeing German 
soldiers walking around, many still in 
uniform. On many, express ions of hatred 
seem to be on their faces. But one thing 
I am sure, everyone is glad it's over, at 
least here-I know I am! Now whether 
we go directly to the 'South Pacific or 
home first, is our 'problem.' At present 
we are in the field, but it is beautiful. 
The weather is good but not like San 
Diego. I understand my brother is in 
the thick of it in Okinawa. He is John 
Doria, PhM3c, a Phi Lamb." 

~ 
Lt. Richard St. John wrote from 

Hawaii that he had seen Cotton Gilli
land and also Lt. Louis Lepore. He was 
amazed that Loui s had been out to 
lwo Jima and was back. LCP. 



Richard Raper writes from his second 
tour of duty somewhere in the Pacific: 

" No one who ha s been out once will 
admit openly that he wants to go back, 
but ju st between you and me Doc, I 
was kinda glad to go out again. I was 
going to seed there in · the States, so 
darn much liberty and so little to do, 
you had no recourse but hit a path to 
the local hangout." 

~ 
Lt. Lawrence Madalena wrote from 

Italy: 
"Got assigned, after four most pleas

ant months as club officer in Naples 
for the 24th Replacement Depot, in 
time to see the end of the Italian cam
paign . Our outfit was attached to the 
88th Infantry Division during its dash 
across the Po Valley and up into the 
Alps. In two weeks with OM, I saw 
more of the war than I had in three 
years with Anti-aircraft! 

"Censorship is ~ut here, so we're al
lowed to give our location . We keep 
hopping about, but our .headquarters at 
present is in Verona . Been taking in a 
number of cities in northern Italy, Ven
ice, Padua, Bologan. Ouite a change 
from southern Italy. I hope to get a few 
days off when the rush slackens, to visit 
Milan and drop in on whatever relatives 
are left aro und there. Looking forward 
to a real reunion . 

"The ou tfit I'm with ha s been over a 
good while , so we stand a fair chance 
of returning to the States before hit
ting the Pacific . But I'm not counting 
on it." 

~ 
Sgt. Donald J. Crouch wrote from 

Italy: 
"Well it's over over here, and I'm 

still alive and kicking . A couple of 
times while coming up to my present 
home in t he Alps, I thought I was going 
to see the Angel s. Funny some of the 
things a fellow thi nks about when a 
burp gun opens up on him, or an 88 
lands nearby. 

' 'I'm at Arco, Italy now, about 5 
kilometres north of Lago di Garda. 
These Alps certainly have the Rockies 
beat for ruggedness, but not for height. 
I'm almost at sea level, but one would 
think fr om the looks of thing s here and 
on a map that we were thousands of 
feet in the air. 

"In my short escapades in the Italian 
campaign, I've come about 400 mile ~ 
in four months. From Cutigliano to 
Brenner, it's quite a record for a divi 
sion in Italy. In fact, we actually made 
55 miles one day, and lost contact with 
the rest of the Fifth Army. That was 
the day they mentioned that fact over 
the radio. Yep, the old 10th Mountain 
Division came through on top again. 
Are there any other Aitecs in my divi
sion?" 

Ferne Downes wrote from Germany, 
where she is with the 68 I 7th Special 
Service USO Co.: 

"This is such beautiful country one 
wonders why the Germans weren't satis
fied to let well enough alone. Along the 
Rhine River it is so fertile and lovely. 
We've passed such destruction that it 
is almost unbelievable-whole cities al
most completely level. · 

"The Krauts are strange people. The 
only time I have seen them show any 
animation is when German prisoners 
ride by. Believe me, the civilians don't 
wave to the Americans. We've driven 
by several huge German prison camps. 
The men are in the open, except for 
the fortunate few who have acquired 
pup tents. 'As ye sow, so shall ye 
reap'." 

~ 
Cpl. Norman G. Levi wrote from Ca

serta, Italy: 
' 'I'm now working in Supreme Allied 

Force Headquarters for the Mediter
ranean Theater and very interesting 
work it is too. We are in the King's sum
mer palace, just 20 miles from Naples. 
It is a tremendous building, ornate and 
beautiful, supposedly built by Louis 
Bourbon when he wa s King of Italy." 

~ 
Cpl. Sam Woodhouse wrote from 

Guadalcanal: 
"I have been here since last Decem

ber, assigned to the Headquarters Ouar
termasters Office handling the issuance 
of food, so you can understand I am 
getting enough to eat. 

"We had a little get-together last 
night, consisting of Slate College alum
ni, as follows: Lt. Clelland Wharton, 
T / 5 Elmer Siegle, 'De' Stanley of the 
Navy band and myself." 

~ 
Capt. Bernard G. Carroll wrote from 

hi s weather squadron at Caserta, Italy: 
"As the return address indicates, 

yours truly has been promoted. It was 
really quite an occa sion, as it came at 
4:30 p. m. on 7 May 1945, and at 5:20 
p. m. on that day we received word 
that Germany had surrendered uncon
dit ionally. I guess that my being pro
moted was too much for the Krauts ." 

~ 
1st Lt. Emery F. Johnson wrote from 

the Veterans ' Administration Facilities, 
Boi y Pines, Florida: 

"Believe me the professional men who 
have been given to the Veterans' Ad
ministration on lend lease from the 
Army are really step-children. We do 
not belong to the Veterans and we are 
out of contact with the regular army. 
The only advantage of the set-up is the 
8 to 4 :30 shift six days per week. As 
soon as we leave the place we are reallv 
through for the day." · · 
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Ens. V. G. Rivers wrote from his ship 
in the Philippines: 

"During the tour of Manila, I be
came acquainted with an Army major, 
who had been an attache in Africa , 
Italy, France and Germany, and he said , 
'In all my travels in Europe, I have 
never seen a city destroyed and in such 
shambles as is the Philippine capitol.' 
You've probably seen newsreels of the 
destruction of Casino, well that will 
give you a rough picture of the south 
side of Manila. Reconstruction, at the 
least, will require ten to twenty years. 
If the war torn cities of Russia, such as 
Stalingrad and others, like Manila, are 
blown to Hades, I can understand why 
the Russians fought the Germans back 
with such undying determination. It is 
unbelievable that in this age, civiliza
tion could wilfully destroy such beauty. 

"It wasn't just the bombing and artil
lery fire that destroyed Manila; on the 
contrary, it only attained minor dam
ages. It was the Japs, when on their 
death retreating march to Manila Ba y, 
who burned and bombed the building s 
from within and discharged office 
equipment and apartment furnishings 
out windows, that cremated the once 
beautiful city. The quotation, "war is 
hell," is a multi gross understatement. 

~ 
S/ Sgt. Chuck Ables is back from 

Bougainville, Guam and lwo Jima where 
he served through three campaigns dur
ing his 28 months of overseas duty. 
Chuck who is quite an artist in his own 
right kept the progress map in divisiona l 
headquarters and had a somewhat be t
ter job than some have had. He had a 
chance to watch operations and al so 
use the hectograph to decorate his writ
ing paper in his own inimitable way. 
Chuck lost a lot of weight, but he has 
been doing all right since he hit San 
Diego. He was in the Third Marine 
Division. 

~ 
Lt. Clem Abbey, USMCR, finished 

up at Ouantico and received his com
mission all right and is now back there 
getting his final training. 

~ 
Jack Maupin, RdM2c, is still on hi s 

ship, probably up in Alaska as he says 
it's awfully cold and miserable where 
he is . They have athletics when they 
are in port but even so, they are driven 
indoors by the weather most of the 
time. ~ 

William S. Keene is up at Hammond 
General Hospital in Modesto. He was 
in New Guinea and the Philippines and 
was flown back to the States. He is 
expecting a di scharge and hopes to 
enter State College again this fall. He 
read in a San Francisco newspaper that 
Bob Breitbard is to coach football this 
fall. Bill played under Breithard as a 
Frosh in 1941. LCP. 



Capt. James E. Stacy wrote from 
Germany: 

"As you probably know, our division, 
the 'Fighting 69th,' was the fir st to 
contact the Russians. It was a Los An
geles officer who made the conta~t. 
California scores again. However, it 
wasn't our regiment, although we met 
them soon after. They are truly a bunch 
of characters. Real sc rewballs, but they 
get the job done. I met one major who 
was a real Caspar Milktoa st in t he 
flesh, but later I found out that he had 
been a sniper and accounted for a whole 
bunch of the enemy as hi s chest was 
covered with ribbons. 

"I did notice a stra nge thing, the 
Russian s do not wear ribbons, but 
r~ther the entire decorations, and these 
they continue to wear even when 
fighting. One rea ll y put a slam on the 
American scotch when he drank a water 
tumbler full down without pausing or 
even blinking and then sa id 'Pretty good 
wine, but rather sweet. ' I guess the¥ 
must practice d rinking gasoline or a 
reasonable substitute. 

~ 
Ens. George Saunders wrote from 

New Caledonia that when he was in 
New Hebrides goi ng out to an air field 
he met Ens. Francis Millikin. 

George is assistant yard superinten
dent at their Advance Base Construc
tion Depot. LCP. 

~ 
·Pfc. Oscar Thomas is back at Dibble 

General Hospital (Ward 33) counting 
up hi s points. He has 20 points on 
campaigns and 15 on Purple Hearts but 
even so, he can get the total only up 
to 76. 

~ 
Virgin ia Evans, an Aztec graduate 

who is teaching in Bostonia, sent in 
some news about T/ 5 Richard S. Tur
gon. Richard has been in and out of 
England , Pari s and other places. He was 
operated on in a rehabilitation hospi
tal, and he ended up in the Seve nth 
Army in Germany. 

Virginia has been working from three 
to five evenings per week at the U'SO 
at First and Broadway and has I ,500 
hours to her credit, and Richard has 69 
points. Too bad she can't give him 
some USO points. LCP. 

~ 
. T / 5 Henri Jacot wrote from the Hotel 
Schniff Langenargen am Bodensee: 

" I didn 't mind getting stranded in 
such a nice place in the middle of the 
Vosges mountains. The early spri ng was 
just beginning to warm the ea rth . Be
sides there were three GI movies, at 
the casino, plus many recreational halls, 
libraries, and lots of dancing. After 
twe lve beautiful days in the mountains 
I said goodbye to la belle France and 
went to Kaiserlau tern. The Palatinate 

towns were just as drab as the rest that 
was to come. We settled in Speyer be
cause it wasn't destroyed. 

"That was the time when looting was 
at its height a nd neither French nor 
Americans could cope with the problem. 
Many people were shocked by it . I am 
always a little shy of any assumption of 
moral indignation ; there is always in it 
an eleme nt of se lf-satisfaction wh ich 
makes it awkward to anyone who has a 
sense of humor. Besides the loot soon 
stopped-once everyone had their pock
ets full of 'souvenirs.' 

"Bei ng with t he French Army helps a 
lot in the way of non-fraternization. We 
don 't have to call the Germans Ukrai n
ians. I let the Germans talk to me, and 
I say enough so they will continue. They 
put a very sad picture a nd a nyone who 
hasn't seen what they d id with their 
slaves when they were masters wi ll take 
in the whole story. They are quite fal se 
and try to create frictio n between us 
and the French. Many times they think 
I am French and they talk about the 
Americans. 

"The war is over and I want to e nj oy 
this peace as long as it lasts. I go swim
ming every day after rowing a little 
while. There is some fishing in another 
little lake near here where in the even
ings we go fishing. Th is is the German 
Riviera, and we are reall y leading the 
life of Riley. At night we go to dances 
given either by the French W ACS or 
Engli sh and American internees. Then 
we ride along the la ke sometimes as far 
as Constance itself. The Ru ss ian girls 
have invited us to their dances and I 
have learned to dance Russki way. Life 
is all ce nte red around the lake and takes 
our minds com pletely off the German 
problem . I thought that life was really 
very pleasant in Germany when we were 
in Baden Baden and the Black Forest , 
but this really takes the cake. Our billets 
are right by the lake shore. 

~ 
L. N. Sanford, CM2c, is with a Seabee 

outfit in the Marianas: 
"After leaving the Aleutians we came 

out as far as the Gilberts wh ich at that 
time were an active theater of opera
tions. Those Leathernecks capture is
lands as fast as we can rebuild them.'' 

~ 
Adrienne Wueste wrote from 130 

Anza Way, San Bruno, Calif.: 
"As you know, I am a stewardess with 

United Air Lines. I live in 'San Bruno 
with four other stewardesses, one of 
whom is Edalee Orcutt, who is also a 
Theta Chi and was editor of the Del 
'Sudoeste in 1943. 

" I have been flying to Cheyenne and 
Denver about twice a week, but now I 
am on the Seattle run. I did fly to Los 
Angeles and San Diego for two weeks, 
however , and on one t rip, had Ens. Dave 
Lippitt on board. We spent practica ll y 
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the whole trip talking over old times at 
State. 

"Edalee flie s to Los Angeles and San 
Diego regularly and enjoys it immensely. 
Lt. Bob Chamberlain was on board her 
plane one night. 

"We would like to have you tell these 
fellows fl ying up and down the coast 
to be on the lookout for us. We are 
ce rtainly on the lookout for them, and 
as we used to say in the cafe, we'll cer
tainly give them a 'Special Deal'." 

(Adrienne really finished in February, 
but dropped by the campus on Jun e 15 
to get her sheepskin, with honors, at the 
regular graduating exercises. LCP.) 

~ 
Pl ./Sgt. Allison B. Lutterman wrote 

from the Fi rst Marine Division on Oki
nawa: 

" Received your note with 1Bill Post's 
address in it and wil l try to look him up 
soon. We've been in the lines for awhile 
and are going in reserve for awhile now. 
So I' ll probably have a cha nce to look 
him up. 

"Our picnic is over for certai n. These 
ridges a nd caves are as bad as Peleliu. 
The Japs are dug in beyond description 
or be lief. I've been in some of the caves 
which run completely through the ridges 
with dozens of corri dors and side rooms. 
How they can live in them like rats is 
beyond me." 

. "The fighting h<is been tough but my 
job has kept me pretty much in the 
C. P. where we had shells and mortars 
com ing at us as well as sniper fire, but 
none of the Banzai stuff t hat our line 
companies have . For most of the time 
I've slept in a tomb with four others. The 
Japs had removed the porce lain urns 
with their grisely contents so they made 
safe, warm and dry bomb proofs. The 
Hon ancestors failed to disturb my 
sleep. 

"This wi ll undoubtedly be the blood
iest yet when it's ove r. They are throw
ing everything they have into it. I've 
seen several su icide planes do their stuff. 
It' s sickening. 

" I enjoyed the copy of The Aztec and 
like the idea of a memoria l for the fel
lows who went out. I 'II contribute as 
soon as I see the paymaster. All I have 
at the moment is in vasion money and 
that's not much good. I am enclosing 
a I 0 Ye n Jap note as a souvenir for you. 

"Keep pitching Doc , and here 's hop
ing I see you very shortl y.' ' 

~ 
I st Lt. J.ohn W. Stearns is back from 

a prisoner camp in G erman y. He had 
been in for about eig ht months, but he 
has already gained back all of the 
weight that he lost. Lt. Stearns, not a 
former State College student, was 
known to many Aztecs and they wi ll be 
glad to know of his safety. He had at
tended the Boyden School a long with 
some of our own Aztecs. 



Lt. T erance ;8. McArron wrote from 
his bombing outfit in Europe: 

"Now that the combat missions for · 
us are completed, we are taking the 
ground crews a nd othe r non-combat per
sonnel on an air tour so they ·may see 
the results of their recent efforts on the 
ground . They seem quite impressed, 
judging fr om the comments and expres
sions noted. Of course a few get sick 
and a re unable to enjoy the trip much, 
but most say they wouldn't miss it for 
a nything . 

" It wa s quite a relief today to fly over 
Germany at tree-top leve l, but usually 
from 500 to I 000 ft. , and have no worry 
about flak or fig hters. I think some of the 
planes brought back leaves of trees fr om 
the Black Forest. 

"I am in a heavy bombardment group 
fl yi ng B-17' s, but I got here too late to 
complete my missions, so I am wonder
ing what is in store for me in the fu
tu re." 

Sgt. R. L. Walker wrote from hi s nig ht 
fighter sqaudron in G ermany east of the 
Rh ine: 

" I doubt if Herr Hitler and C o. are 
happy about this years influx of foreign 
tourists. Ge rmany seems to be a neat 
well-kept country except for certain 
areas where our air force left its mark. 
No kidding, after seei ng what can be 
done with air power, I am thankful that 
it didn 't happen to us, and I pray that 
it never shall." 

~ 
Pfc. Francis V. Howell is in a beauti

ful little town in Czecho-Slovakia. The 
place is called Rokyca ny. 

~ 
Miss Florence Shafer · probably has 

completed her training for Red Cross 
work in Washi ngton by this time. She 
doesn't yet know what her assign men t 
wil l be, but it could be in either direc 
ti on. 

~ 
Lt. Richard Joseph Carter wrote from 

the 17th Airborne Division in G erma ny: 
" I am still alive and griping. We 

made the jump across the Rhine, land
ing between Wezel and Hammerkorn. 
I was sorry to hea r about Chamberlain. 
A lot of us glider pi lots were killed dur
ing thi s operation . The air corps dropped 
us about three miles from our D.Z. and 
it took some time to fight back to it. 
In the meantime the gliders ca me in and 
hit their L.Z. and we hadn't cleared it 
yet. The gliders really ca ught hell as the 
Krauts were waiting for us. Most of the 
tree landi ngs were casual ties. All the 
Krauts needed was a target, and a 
trooper hanging in a tree is like shooti ng 
ducks on water ." 

~ 
Lt. W airen C. Golson was commis-

sioned at Sa n Antonio aviation cadet 
center at San Antonio, Texas. 

WHO-WHAT-WHERE 

'Pvt. C. W. Christensen is in France . 
Lt. (jg) Magner White is back in this 

country after 19 months overseas. 
Lt. Paul A. Duich is in the Maria nas. 

He is a flight engineer in B-29 's . 
Pvt. Arthur M. Myers is with a medi

cal outfit on the island of Oahu. 
Cpl. ·Gale S. Evans is overseas, APO, 

S. F. 
ilt. Helen Clemson, USNR, is War 

Bond Officer, Bldg. 284, NAS, San 
Diego. 

Pvt. Joyce Meachum is with a W AC 
Det. Pacd . ATC, in Hawaii. 

T/ 5 Charles 1D. Clark is with the 604 
Malaria Sur Det, on Oahu. 

Capt. Clyde W. Snider is now at Ft. 
Sill , Okla. He is trainin g recruits. 

•Richard Van Zele, SM I c, is on a new 
ship in the Pacific. 

Lt. Robert D. Farmer is at Barksdale 
Field , La . 

Richard G. LeClair, SI c, is at USNTS, 
Fort Lauderdale, Fla . 

Edwin Ratliff, EM3c, is at NTS, Camp 
Peary, Va. 

Capt. George W. Kimball is still in 
El Centro and lives at 748 Broadway. 

Louis 1B. Thomas has a civilian job in 
Washington, D. C. He lives at 62 1 19th 
St. N. W ., Washi ngton, D. C. 

T / 4 Eleanor Wright, WAC, ha s a new 
assignment. She is with the I 07th Wac 
Detachme nt , at Ft. Mason, Calif. 

Marion Moreno, PhM2c is sti ll over
seas. 

Cpl. Gerald H. Patrick is with the 
57th Field Hospital in G erm a ny. He has 
been seeing the country around the 
Brenner Pa ss and also the famous beer 
garden where Hitler got hi s start. 

Ens. Albert J. Cech is on an APA , in 
the Pacific: He is "waiting to assau lt 
some enemy island ." 

Jack Waller, Y2c, V-7, is at 420 Mc
Keen Hall, at the University of Penn
sy lvania . Apparently he is very glad to 
be off of the rough little YMS which 
was his home for so long in the Pacific. 

Capt. Charles G. Kerch recently ran 
into Johnny Jensen, another Omega Xi, 
who is playing ball for Hickam Field. 

Maj. Bryant Kearney is aga in down 
at Pana ma. He has just issued "Bull" 
No. 21, which is his own personal newsy 
News Letter. 

Pvt. Franklin R. HarW.ood is overseas, 
APO, S. F. 

I st Lt. Earl Allison is overseas, APO , 
S. F. 

Pfc. Kenneth J. Kopecky is sti ll with 
a OM Truck Co. in Europe . 

Pfc. Raymond A. Power is at Birm
ingham Gen . Hosp., Van Nuys, Cal if. 

Edward E. Requa, QM2c, is on an 
LSM in the Pacific. 

Ens. Thomas I. Brown is on the staff 
of the commander of the Third Fleet . . 

Sgt. Nevin 0. Adamson is overseas, 
APO, New York. 

:o 

Pfc. George S. Reed is still with Hq. 
Co. G-5 Sec. of the Ti mberwolf Di vi-
s1on. 

~ 
Charles Byrne, Pay Clerk, is st ill at 

the USMS Graduate Station in Seattle. 
The address is 1427 Main St. 

~ 
Maj. Jack ,Bray sh ipped out in a P-51 

outfit to the Dutch East Indies. Mrs. 
Bray (Patricia West) and their little 
daughter are at Rt. I, Box 660, Le mo n 
Grove, Calif. 

Lt. (D.C.) and Mrs. Frank Losey have 
a son, Frank Richard, born May 8th . Lt. 
Losey is at ABRB Dental Clinic, Port. 
Hueneme, Calif. 

~ ·~ 
Silvia Wolf, S2c, is at Spar Bks., Rm. 

2377, 9th and Independence, Wash
ington, D. C . 

~ ' 

.U. Pat Wyatt is still in the Ph ilip-
pines and has fl own 41 missions. His big 
battle, it seems is: Wyatt-vs- I 0,000 
flies. 

·~ 
Ens. ,David M. Jeter wrote from his 

squadron in the Pacific: 
"The same day that I ran into Dick 

Cormier I also saw George Peck. Took 
a ride in his ship. Later when viewing 
some California movies I remarked to 
the fellow beside me that I would like 
to see some of that real sce nery. And 
sure enough, the fellow beside me 
turned out to be Lt. (jg) Curt Clemmer. 

Have see n George Dall and Bill Gos
horn, but I have not had time to get 
over to see Sef Murill (Jose Torres) yet." 

~ 
Lt. Phil George is at Sec. H at Boca 

Raton, Fl orida. He sees Sgt. Vincent 
Farina and used· to see ·Bob Farmer un
til he shipped out. 

~ 
Pfc. Jack Chandler, USMCR, of the 

Third Marine Division came in afte r his 
28 months of overseas duty during which 
time he landed at Bougainville, Guam 
and lwo Jima. It seems that the last 
campaign was the roughest of all, and 
Jack was up on the line most of the 
time. The men who went through un
wounded fought through under very dif
ficult circumsta nces. For days Jack said 
he could not see a Ja p, but they were 
hidden all about a nd cross fire wa s 
com ing from hills and sand dunes tha t 
didn 't show a t hin g. 

Since Jack left State College his 
ma xim um weight was 195. His mi nimum 
weight was 135. Now he weighs 185 
so· he is getting back to the condition 
that he enjoyed when he played tackle 
for the Frosh back in a bout 1941 . 

Jack ha s gone east a nd is to see hi s 
sister, Velma Chandler, who is doing 
some special research work in Washing
to n, D. C. 



Pfc. Crane Johnson who is stationed 
in Ira n sent Dr. John 1Paul 'Stone, our li
brarian, a copy of an old hand-written 
Arabic prayer book. It is bound in 
leather and has all of the indications of 
real ly great age . It is a un iq ue item for 
the State College library. Dr. Stone 
consid ers it a real treasure. 

~ 
Ens. James L. Hannah wrote f rom his 

LCS in the Pacific: . 
" I have alwa ys appreciated the 

News Letter. but now, not only do I 
eagerly await it, but the other non-Az
tec officers have become ardent Aztec 
supporters, especia lly since the Fem
inine Touch has been added. Those 
Pin-Ups are really all right. They alone 
are enough to make us dig in and get 
t hi s war over with. 

" P.S. Patricia Callaway, Barbara Mac
kay and Mary Helen Ramsey were voted 
tops on this ship." 

~ 
The forme r Arlene Learner, now Mrs. 

Edwin A. Kibrick, offers hospitality to 
Aztecs passing throug h the Bay Region. 
She would like to welcome any who ca n 
phone or call. The address is 5923 Col
by St. and the phone is Piedmont 
6~7W. . 

Arlene edi ted the 'State College an
nual a few years ago a nd now is mar
ried a nd has a son born ea rli er thi s 
year. Should you at least phone in to 
the above number, und oubted ly, many 
of you could get in touch with each 
other and help keep up the old con
tacts. LCP. 

~ 
Ens. Robert L. Ricketts wrote from 

hi s LST in the Pacific: 
"Not much happening rig ht now. 

Making short inter-i sland trips in the 
Maria nas for the last month. 

"Ra n into Chan Mitchell, Dick Mitch
ell and others at Pearl. Also saw Dick 
at Okinawa. . 

"I used to think sports publicity was 
a head-ache but it would be a wel
'come one right now." 

~ 
I st Lt. Lewis P. Thomas is back from 

the Philippines. He was with a Marine 
fighting squadron as a communications 
officer. Their fighters worked in support 
of Army ground forces du ri ng the inva
sion of th e Philippin es. 

W hile off the Philippi nes, Lewis had 
the opportunity of seeing his brother, 
Ed Thomas, who is a UP correspondent. 
Ed really ha s been around. He was in 
on some of the important naval activity 
off lwo Jima and then he reported at 
first hand a lot of fi ghting on the island 
itself. Later he landed on Okinawa 
where he has· been since the original 
landing. (We have been reading Ed' s 
stories right a long. LCP) Lewis looks 
we ll a nd feels fine except for a ' littl e 
heat ra sh. 

WHO-WHAT-WHERE 
Ens. R·obert E. Lando is at 1341 

Pennsylvania Ave ., S. E. , Washington , 
D.C. 

Lt. Henry F. iLippitt, USNR, moved 
to 601 19th Street, N. W ., Washington, 
D. C. 

W. B. Johnston, CBM, is at the Naval 
Net Depot, Tiburon, Calif. 

I st Lt. Jerry Davison is st ill with his 
Port Co. in the Paci fic . 

·Pvt . . Frank W. Whilldin is at Chanute 
Field, Ill. 

Pvt. A. R. Stetson is at Lowry Field, 
Denve r. 

Lt. W. S. Bruner, USNR, formerly of 
the State College faculty, is at the 
NAAS, Arlington, Washington. He re
ports that hi s sister-i n-la w, Sgt. Lillian 
Bankerd is now in the Ph ilippi nes. 

S/ Sgt. Albert W. Bradt is back from 
Italy. 

Lt. Irving W. Levikow is overseas, 
APO, San Fra ncisco. 

A/ C William Jamison is at Wa rd 
H- 1, U. S. Naval Hosp., Charleston, 
S. C. 

Pvt. Lou Estes is at Ft. Ri ley, Kan . 
Cpl. Royce Boaz is in Germany. 
Jack :Lamon, CSK, is overseas, prob-

ably in Hawaii. ' 
Pvt. Alfred S. Sigmund. is overseas, 

APO, S. F. 
Pfc. Robert F. Reed is with a bomb

ing outfit, APO, N. Y. 
I st Lt. Eugene L. Kendall is overseas, 

APO, S. F. 
Ens. Robert S. Walter is at the Naval 

Hospita l, Long Beach, Calif. 
Richard Baxter, USCG, is t he com

manding officer of the sea-air rescue 
task unit at the Marine Air Station , at 
Cherry Poi nt. He has been promoted 
to the rank of comma nder of the dist
rict coast guard office at Norfo lk . 

Lt. Don H. Gautereaux is with the 
Ti mber Wolf divi sion in Europe . 

S/ Sgt. Carl H. Larson is overseas 
APO, S. F. 

Pvt. F. V. Howell is with an infantry 
company APO, New York. 

Delmore T. Ball, A.S., USNR, is at 
Johnson Ha ll , Mid shipmen' s School, 
New York. 

Robert T. Olmstead, R.T.3c, is over
seas, FPO, Sa n Fra ncisco . 

V. R. Dennis is with the public hea lth 
service, APO, S.F., and Pfc. Howard C. 
Dennis is overseas, APO, New York. 

James W. Beck, TR2c, is at Ocraco ke , 
N. C. 

U. Bruce S. Nordahl is at T onopah 
AAF, T onopa h, Nev. 

Sgt. Ray Gosnell is in Germany. 
F/ O Allen tuce is at CAA F, Carls

bad, New Mexico. 
Col. Seymour Wurfel is still at the 

School of Military Government , at 
Cha rl ettevi ll e, Va. 

S/ Sgt. William N. Parr is oversea s.' 
APO, New York . 

! I 

Lt. George E. Lindsay wrote fr om hi s 
combat camera unit in Germany to Dr. 
Hardwood: 

"This last week ha s probably been t he 
most interesting of my life. Our assign
ment was to photograph the collapse of 
the German Army, and as you can im
agine, it lead to stra nge situations. My 
Sgt. and I drove out past our territory, 
spent a night as guests of the I st Panze r 
Divi sion, accepted surrenders from five 
Generals, and had other out of this 
world experiences! The German Officers 
are very formal about their surrenders . 
I am keeping a few of the pistols they 
presented me. Also a couple pairs of 
binoculars. They didn't seem to have 
any Leicas, darn it! I find the German 
Officers of Company ra nk quite nice 
chaps, and it ha s been interesting learn
ing their views. I find them very unin
formed concerning world eve nts. 

"This cou ntry is wonderfll. full of hills 
and castles a nd streams with trout. Nice 
little villages. The people are very 
friendly, too , pa rticularly as they are te r
rified of the Ru ssians. Drove out to meet 
the Russians the other day , they seem 
pretty much like any other soldiers, ex
cept for having their families along with 
them. Germans have their families, too." 

~ 
Pfc. Maurice Kahan came home from 

the Philippines on a 45 day leave. He 
flew back and st ill had the "Atabri ne 
glow" but he looked fine as apparently 
had had a great deal of experience with 
the 30th Evacuation Hospi tal. Whi le 
on the way to Mindinao in a recent Phil
ippine landing he saw U. Ernest Casares, 
USNR, who is flotilla dental officer. He 
tried to find Lt. Fremont Koch but just 
missed him . He also just missed seei ng 
Bill Holden who has si nce been reported 
wounded. 

Maurice's job was that interrogating 
all patients who came into the receiving 
office of their hospital. Their roughest 
experience was back in New Guinea 
when the Japs came near breaking 
throug h clear to the hospital. The st iff 
fighting went on for 36 hours and the 
hospital was right at the very front. "We 
were ahead of t he outfit that was sup
posed to be ahead of us." Maur ice had 
been overseas fo r 21 months and served 
with the Marines in New Britain, Aitape 
and in Mindinao. 

~ 
Lt. (jg) Stanley Sponholz is on a PC 

in the Pac ific whil e Lt. Col. Herbert 
Sponholz is in Hq . of the 79th Divi sion 
in Europe. Stanley recalls with interest 
the days when Jack Edwards, Harry 
Parker, Val Robbins, Jake Duich, Louis 
Poluzzi, Bill Downing, Jim Ahler and Jim 
S;acy used to work down in the ice 
cream department at Arden's (I guess 
a good ma ny of the fellows wish they 
could be in the ice crea m department 
again at th is very moment, LC P). 



Don C. Moody, Ch. Radio Officer, 
wrote from his ship in the Philippines: 

"Since my last letter, I have moved 
·up from Guinea to the Philippines. The 
port we are in at present is one of the 
most interesting spots I have hit since 
going to sea. We were the first convoy 
to arrive, and therefore I was able to see 
and hear many stories of Jap brutalities 
first hand from the native Filipinos. The 
village I visited had just been recovered 
from the Japs a week or so before, and 
i:he suffering of the people was appar
·ent. The Japs had taken everything they 
owned, and left them with hardly enough 
dothes to cover their bodies. I was 
rather amused when I noticed a piano in 
·one of the larger bamboo huts in which 
they live. It was mounted rather precari
·ously on the split bamboo floor, which 
is raised above the ground about six 
feet. Someone had hinted that I could 
play, and so I was invited to do my 
stuff on the old 88's. Stiil a little rusty 
after months at sea, I managed to pound 
-out a few rather discordent notes. I was 
·surprised when one little half naked tot 
asked me if I could play the 'Chatta
nooga Choo-Choo.' How they Jove mu
sic, even my feeble efforts managed to 
drag out half the village. I think I got 
a bigger bang out of it than they did. 
!hey kn ow nearly all the popular songs 
by heart and requests were pouring in. 
It was a thrill to give some enjoyment to 
those people in the little village. They 
·later set up a dinner out of their meager 
·stock for my companion and myself. 

"A short while back, I traveled by 
truck convey into Manila, which is some 
distance away. I wished to see the much 
di scussed town. The sights were pitiful 
but extremely interesting. I shall not 
delve into the utter destruction which 
was there as I'm sure others have writ
ten you about it." 

~ 
Lt. (jg) Richard Wooley came home 

on ·leave after being away from the 
·campus fo r just 24 months. He took 
part in the invasion of Normandy and 
had hi s share of close call s. One of the 
real close ones came when a German 
SO-caliber machine gun stitched the 
gunwhale of their landing craft with a 
whole line of closely spaced holes. 

-~ 

Paul Casad, CEM, is back from a 
·very long stay in the Pacific. He looks 
fine and rose to the rank of chief by a 
·long and steady series of promotions. 

-~ 

John Spade, brother of Carson Spade, 
has been liberated from a German 
prison camp and has returned to Cali
fornia. Although John was not a -State 
·College student, 'he Is a brother of Car
son Spade, a State College student 

·whom many of you did know. John was 
taken prisoner in the battle of the Bel

:gian Bulge. 

WHO-WHAT-WHERE 
Maj. Jerome Niederman is at the 

Command and General Staff School, 
Ft. Leavenworth, Kansas. 

Sgt. Margaret A. (Mason) Butts is at 
Fort Bliss, Tex. 

Mid'n. Harry H. Hubbard is at Mid
shipman's School at Notre Dame. 

Roland V. Uavis, TM3c, is at an NAS, 
FPO, S. F. 

'Milton Effron, PhoM I c, should be 
back in 1San Diego by this time. He had 
been stationed at T ulagi in the Solo
mons. 

Lt. Douglas R. Olson is with a ferry
ing group at Romolus, Mich. 

H. L. Jensen, MM I c, is overseas, 
probably in Hawaii. 

Harry Cook, RM2c, is on a British 
ship in the Pacific. 

James iRemmer, A.S., is at USNTC, 
in San Diego. 

J. E. Fl·oto, HA I c, is at SCTC Roose
velt Base, T. I. San Pedro. 

U. Charles E. Dahl completed his 
training as a bombardier at Carlsbad, 
AAF, New Mexico. 

Col. William D. Stenhouse, who grad
uated from State College in 1930, is 
chief of the maintenance section, sup
ply and maintenance division, for the 
Training Command at Ft. Worth, Tex. 

T/ Sgt. E. L. Flood is on his 30 day 
furlough in San Diego, following the 
completion of his tour of duty . He is 
to go to Santa Ana for reassignment. 

Pfc. Francis X. King is overseas, APO, 
New York. 

Lt. R.oderick G. Langston, USNR, is 
at the UiSNABPD, San Bruno, Calif. 

Lt. Terry Geddis returned from the 
Pacific. He has a four months old son 
whom he had not seen. 

Pfc. Robert W. Martin is overseas, 
APO, New York. 

Lt. Robert T. Ames is at the Naval 
Construction Training Center at Davis
ville, R. I. 

U. William A. OeRiemer is at Brooks 
Field, Texas. 

Lt. John R. Carlisle is with a bomb
ing outfit, APO, S. F. 

Charles F. Hickey, S2c, is at the 
Naval Academy at Annapolis. 

Pfc. John Stinstrom is with the in

fantry, APO, New York . 
Capt. Bernard J. Harmer gets his 

mail at Box 502 EAAF, Enid, Okla. 
Lt. Lawrence R. Devlin is at head

quarters of the 9th Air Defense Com
mand in Europe. 

Sgt. John C. Hays is at Peterson 
Field, Colorado Springs, Colo . 

Lt. (jg) John J. Duich is with HECP, 
Naval Detachment, San Pedro. 

John W. Mclean, RTlc, is on RMS 
Staff, Naval Research Lab., Washing
ton, D. C. 

Lt. (jg) William R. Kruse is at the 
Amphb. Warfare Training Center, Nor
folk, Va. 
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Lt. (jg) Robert Menke came home af
ter 20 months on an LST in the Pacific. 
He had his share of activity in most of 
the campaigns and was glad to be back, 
as is every one else, but Bob showed it 
more. He has the Philippine Liberation 
ribbon with two battle stars and the 
Asiatic Pacific ribbon with three stars. 

~ 
Sgt. William 'Scarborough is still work

ing on . B-29s at Biggs Field in El Paso. 
He lives at 703 East River St., Apt. C4, 
and wants any Aztec who may be pass
ing through El Paso to drop in on them. 

~ 
Capt. Jack Edwards, USMCR, who 

was with the Third Division came home 
and is on a 30 day leave. Jack was in 
all of the campaigns with his outfit from 
Bougainville to Guam and Iowa Jima, 
and in all of his 28 months overseas he 
suffered no wounds, no moo-moo, and 
no malaria. 

During the entire 28 months that Jack 
was in the Third Division he did not 
see either Ables or Chandler, but he 
did see Chet DeVore, Fred Carr, Clar
ence Huddleston, Johnny ·Babick, Paul 
Breese and Wally Springstead. It was 
Paul Breese's landing craft that carried 
him into lwo Jima. 

For his particular battalion, Bougain
ville and Guam were both rougher than 
lwo Jima, Jack said, however, that for 
infantry companies, lwo Jima was by 
far the roughest. 

Jack's first assignment was that of 
platoon leader. later he was a company 
commander, adjutant and then later he 
was operations officer for his battalion. 
Mrs. Edwards (Mildren Larson) came 
down to :San Diego with Jack. She has 
been up in San Beraridno doing Red 
Cross work. Jack's new assignment is 
with an engineering training battalion 
at Camp Lejeune. 

(At the moment of this writing Jack 
is just heading out to Katie's for a dozen 
hamburgers. Wonder whether he will get 
a special deal out of it. He is Katie's 
nephew and probably has a little drag. 
Some men get all of the luck. LCP). 

~ 
Martha Shown left for Plymouth, 

Mass., where she is to have six weeks of 
intensive training in drama. Miss Shown 
was awarded a scholarship with the Pris
cilla Beach Theater there and is to re
ceive her training with the Plymouth 
Drama Festival. During the time she is 
to spend in Plymouth she will work on a 
different play each day. 

During the semester that has just 
closed Miss Shown participated in many 
activities on the stage and in radio. She 
starred in "The Taming of the Shrew" 
in the role of the male lead in State 
College's all-girl cast, and she also took 
part in Arlee News Letter broadcast 
over station KGB. See picture on page 
one. LCP. 



Pfc. Theodore W. Livingston wrote 
his pare nts from Czechoslovakia: In V. 
E. Day our sq uad and a few other fel
lows boarded a truck to move to th is lo
cation-Instead of white fl ags, all t he 
houses fl ew the Czech flag. The streets 
were jammed with people dressed in 
thei r best, who showered us with fl ow
ers and wreaths. They had bunti ng 
stretched across the streets and quite a 
few ta ll fir trees had been cut. These 
were stripped of bark and branches up 
to within 8 feet of the top and the bare 
poles 'barber poled' with red, wh ite a nd 
blue bunti ng. About eve ry other person 
had a plate of cookies or cakes. Th e 
alternates had a pitcher of mi lk or a 
bottle. W e couldn't stop in a ll the 
towns, so we had to disa opoint many of 
the peorile and let them feed t hose who 
car"'" later. 
"W~en we arrived in th is town our 

jeep and trur:k were swa mped with peo
ple. . . . When t hey heard we would 
stay they all wanted an American in 
their homes . ... I nm in a very modest 
r,11t scrupulously clean house with an 
Arr'erica n-worshipping 12 year old son 
and a vivacious 16 ve"' r old daug hter. 
As soon as we entered. the latter wa nted 
to know if there would be danc in g at 
night. Soon everyone wns asking t he 
same auestion .... Therefore it was ar-
ranged for 7:3 0 .. .. Then some one got 
the brig ht idea of autograph hunting. 
We started sig ning name a nd t he da te 
on mo ney, photographs, in books, Nazi 
orders, etc. I th ink I siq ned my name 500 
times .... The ba nd must have done 
sorie secret practicing for it was surpris
ingly qood. Of course we had a pretty 
hard time getti nq t he idea of t he whirl 
ing polkas, a nd whatever e lse they do, to 
the great enjoyment of the old folks sit
ting arou nd the wal ls. The more ta ngled 
up we got, th e ha rd er they laughed . ... 
Then there we re speeches a nd chee rin g 
which, of course, we co ul dn' t understa nd 
except for an occasional me ntion of 
America n .... We try to keep them 
from go in g 'hog -wil d' with e nthusiasm 
and hospitality, but after six years of op
pression t hat is ha rd to do." 

~ 
Lt. (ig) Fred Jenn ings has bee n award

ed the Dolphins. He is sti ll on that 
famous subma rine out in the Pacific. 

~ 
Ed Herzig a nd George Hayler are 

living at a di fferent place in Berke ley 
now. The house is t he Kappa Sigma 
house at 2220 Pi edmont Ave., a nd t heir 
phone number is Berkeley 872 1. 

George ca me down a week or so 
ago and said that they have put up 
a grea t ma ny trave ling A:decs when 
they had troub le gett in g other accom
modation s. Among the lucky ones were 
Darwin Flakoll, Art King, George Mari
nos, Bud Thacher, Wayne Warlick, Phil 
Bulat and Harry Barnet. 

WHO-WHAT-WHERE 
Carl Frisco, GM3c, is on a tanker, 

FPO New Orleans, a nd is the fat her 
of a young son. His son's name 1s 
Terry. 

I st U . Stanley Weinrich, US M C R, 
has returned from overseas duty and is 
up at Miramar at the Air Depot await
ing reass ignme nt. 

Lt. Edwin Wellington, USCG, was 
aboard the ship that escorted the first · 
German submarine to surrender into 
New York harbor. 

Cpl. John A. Gregory is now in Bel
gium. 

M/ S Katherine M. Pyle is again on 
the job in Italy . 

T / 5 Elizabeth B. Jost is at Allied 
Force Headquarters in Italy. 
· T/ 5 Marjorie G. Cadman is also in 

Ita ly. 
Lt. George Capatanos and Lt. Har

dy G. Kuykendall were commissioned at 
Ouantico an d have had their leaves. 

Remo Sabatini, QM3c, is sti ll aboard 
his DE in the Atl a nt ic. 

'Lt. Clifford A. Perkins has shipped 
out to Hawa ii , following his leave. 

Cpl. Walter Bean is at LAA F, Lin
coln , Neb., and wi ll be assig ned to a 
crew on a heavy bomber, as a rad io 
operator. 

Lt. H. J. Blanchard is at Camp Beale , 
Calif. 

Lt. Richard C. Booth is at AA FBU , 
Van Nu ys, Calif. 

Cpl. Ernest H. Boldrick is at G IAFF, 
Grand Island , Neb. 

Ens. W. A. Redelings is at NAS , De
l and, Fla. 

Sgt. Eugene A. Johnson is in the 4th 
Ma rines of th e 6th Divisio n. 

SJ.Sgt. Leonard H. Meline is at C amp 
Lejeu ne, N. C . 

Ens. Jeff R. Townsend is on a n LCT 
in the Pacific. 

Sgt. Rolland W. Ostrander is in an 
AAA Gun Bn . in t he Pacifi c. 

Ens. Jerome J. Hope is on a n LST in 
the Paci fic . 

Lt. (jg) W. C. Irvin is on a n LCT in 
the East Indies. 

Maj. Leon H. Fish is at Wright Fie ld , 
Da yton, Oh io. 

Emmet Estep, EMlc, is on a DD in 
the Pacific . 

Pfc. J. T. Warburton is overseas, APO, 
N. Y. 

Lt. G. F. Cornell is on a n APO , FPO, 
N. Y. 

Ens. Harry Hodgetts is at 925 N. 
Front St., Ha rrisburg, Pa. (c/ o Lt . Kear
ney.) 

I st Lt. F. T. Quiett is st ill in Eu rope. 
Lt. Ernest M. Head is still at G ood

fell ow Fie ld , Texas. 
Lt. J·ohn Thiele is on an APA in the 

Pacific. 
1st 'Lt. Harry Painter is at the Trai ning 

a nd Replaceme nt Center at Camp 
Pend leton. 
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George Bergman, CY, wrote from the 
Pacific : 

"I am enclosi ng a sma ll dash of d irt. 
It is genuine lwo Jima sa nd, picked up 
on the orig inal invasion beach (but not 
d uring t he invasio n) q uite close to 
Mount tSuribachi. If yo u do n't have this 
sort of collection a nd wish to start one, 
I was just kicking the idea over in my 
mind, tha t with a ll your se rvi ce contacts, 
you cou ld gather an astounding co ll ec
tion of va luable samples from every
where. A word about it in the News 
Letter would surely do the trick, a nd 
you no doubt wo ul d be deluged with 
dirt. 

" Having a wonderfu l t ime, but don't 
necessa ri ly wish a ny of you were here." 
(I took the lwo Jima sand over to Mr. 
Brooks for the geology collection . He 
was very glad to get it, and I t hink 
that we may sta rt something along the 
line you suggested. Dr. Harwood gets 
bugs from hi s for mer students, Mrs. 
Harvey receives plants. Some day I'm 
goi ng to put in a wan t ad for photo
graphs of ho use types, racial types, 
physiog raphic types , and also ae ria l 
views t hat show vill age and field pat
terns. More a bout thi s later. LCP}. 

~ 
Lt. (jg) Phil Krutzsch is still on G uam 

with t he Sea Bees. Mrs. Krutzsch, who 
is now attendi ng State College, reports 
t hat he sees a great many of our former 
students on t he isla nd . She se nds hi m 
addresses from the News Letter office 
and they qrop by his O uonset hut and 
have regular sessions. \XI onder what the 
ma in topic of conversation is? LC P. 

~ 
The Hoover High School A Capella 

Choir News Letter (Aacapellecho) for 
June 1945 is a most interesting publ ica
tion. It is prin ted and contains ma ny 
pictures, but its best featu .-e is the fine 
job of editing and the orderly way in 
which it was gotten up. If you have not 
seen it, you should. I suppose you could 
get a copy by writ in g to Mr. Myron 
Green or Mrs. Josephina M. Richmond. 
And I am sure they wo ul d li ke to hea r 
from you. LCP. 

~ 
Cpl. Francis M. Worcester wrote 

from the Marine 6th Division on O ki
nawa; May 1st : 

" Nothing much ca me my way on this 
operation, in fact, it was and is ve ry 
quiet and peaceful . It's ju st like home. 
In fa ct , t his place where we are now is 
pretty much like the country aro und 
Carmel a nd Monterey. 

"Ra n into another Aztec, Capt. Chet 
De Vore." · 

~ 
Lt. Earle E. Carr, USMCR, is wi th the 

Th ird Marine Division in the Pacific. 
~ 

Lt. John A. Muelchi is in Chi na where 
he has see n Capt. Dearing. 



Sgt. Thomas M. Rice wrote from his 
parachute outfit in Berchtesgaten, Ger
many: 

"We are stationed here at Berchtes
gaten the home of Hitler's elite corps 
of S.S. troops, being quartered in very 
modern two story battalion capacity 
buildings. The camoufl age of the in
sta llations as well as Der Fuhrers hideout 
is perfect. His Eagle 's nest is plainly vis
ible and on ly 6000 feet above sea level. 
It sticks out like a sore thumb on this 
precipitious mountain. Snow is still very 
deep at higher levels and the weathe r is 
very pleasant. The RAF really cratered 
his hideout but the Eag le's Nest is in
tact. The S.S. men rea ll y had a layout 
up here with every conceivable conve
nience available. 

"Many of the fe ll ows are finding 
caves laden with rich treasures of art, 
currency and even great caches of arms 
have been dug up. Small groups have 
been going out on five day trips hunt
ing and fishing around the numerous 
lakes. It takes a n .03 with a scope to get 
these mountain goats but the deer are 
read ily rendered lifeless by our M / 's 
with t he nose cut off the bul lets and 
holes drilled in them. There are large 
Jerry vehicle depots all over ~his area 
and almost everyone had a car or cycle 
at one time or another whether it be 
diesel or gasoli ne ME 109's and Ju nker 
52 and 88 are stil l standing on airdromes 
near Munich. They used the autobahns 
as landing strips and inte rception bases. 

"There are stil l thousands of diehard 
SS men hiding out in these mountains 
of the Bavarian National Redoubt Area. 
Even children are ca rrying concealed 
lugers and B 38's. One of these kids drew 
a luger on one of the bo'ys and offered 
to trade it for two bars of chocolate. The 
gun was fully loaded and off safety. 'This 
is hard to bel ieve but true. Propaganda 
of all nature is bei ng unearthed and t he 
children flock to our chow lin es . Eve ry 
once in a whi le machine gun fire is 
heard echoing thro ugh the a rea as one 
of our boys is being fired upon. These 
SS men who are still hiding build fires 
out in the open every night and fire 
flare s. Sometimes a mountainside is 
completely ill umi nated by t heir activity. 

"Track a nd Fie ld ha s started for us as 
well as swimmi ng. Prospects of interal lied 
meets are in the off ing at some of the 
world's best stad iums at Nuremburg." 

~ 
Lt. Herbert Peiffer, USNR, fo rmerly 

of thi s fac ul ty, is the fath er of a new 
son born May 27. His na me is John 
Steven. 

~ 
Capt. Ralph Thompson of the chem

ica l warfare department returned home 
from the Paci fic after more tha n two 
years of overseas duty. He is to be in 
this country fo r I 0 weeks before goin g 
back to the Pacific . . 

WHO-WHAT-WHERE 
I. ·G. Cotton, QM2c, is sti ll on his 

destroyer in the Pacific. He has seen 
the Marshalls, New Guinea, Philippines, 
Admira lties, Guam, Saipan. He was also 
in on the second battle of the Philip
pines a nd has been in on raids in the 
China sea and agai nst Japa n itself. His 
last two operations were against lwo 
Jima a nd Okinawa. 

Ens. Mildred Morse is at the Coast 
Guard Operating Ba se in San Diego. 
Her husband is back from two years in 
the South Pacific. 

T/ S Irvin W. Ly·ons is overseas, APO, 
N. Y. 

T. Arthur King, Sic, was at Camp 
Parks, but he probably has moved on 
from there. 

Pfc. Robert J. Williams is with a 
Weather Squadron in t he Marianas. He 
watches the B-29s take off for the raids 
on Japan . 

Pfc. Austin M. Mason is with the 9th 
Armored Division in Europe. He was 
one of the first to cross on the Rema
gen Bridge. 

Capt. Chester S. 'DeVore wrote from 
the Sixth Marine Division on Okinawa: 

"Our Batta lion is in reserve so we a ll 
are trying to catch up on living-such 
things as sleep, chow , etc., have bee n 
a little hard to obtai n lately. I do n't 
know if thi s Okinawa deal is very im
pressive in the news, but it is roug h in 
comparison to the other fights I've been 
in. Casua lties have been hig h-Nip art il
lery and mortar fire the ma in cause . Our 
division has been on the right flank at
tacking toward Naha for some time, and 
fi nally we walked in the other day . May
be from now on it wo n't be as tough 
as it was . The Nips are fa ll ing back, and 
once they are out of their holes they're 
easy. 

"The day before Perry Delong was 
hit I saw him, a nd we had quite a con
versation about old times at State a nd 
how we met on G uam under simi lar 
circumsta nces - he told me then he 
didn't see how his luck could hold out
his gear was fil led with holes, a bullet 
had taken the zipper off his jacket
guess we al l wonde r at times. The best 
information I have is that he was hit in 
the leg- sure hope nothing too serious. 

" Does it say in the book t hat its sup
posed to rain every day on Oki nawa? 
If it doesn't, re-write that chapter
mud a nd rai n have really hi ndered t his 
fight and there seems to be no end to 
either. The weather has really changed 
in the 60 days we have bee n here." 

~ 
Pfc. William Mayne is back in San 

Diego on leave from Bus hne ll Hospita l in 
Utah . Bil ly was wounded twice in the 
ETO, and the second time he lost a leg. 
From a ll ind ications he wil l be as good 
as new when they get him f ixed up. 
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CAMPUS NEWS 
By Jayne Dempsey 

June always seems to be the most 
exciting month of t he year , what with 
graduation, t he Bl ue Book Ba ll , vacation, 
and this year especially, with lots of 
Aztecs home on leave. 

Graduation ceremonies were held in 
the Open Air Theater Friday afternoon, 
June 15. The graduating class hit a rec
ord low of 65 members, since this, as 
you remember, is the group t hat was 
the fre shman class when we began to 
fight. Those who grad uated with honors 
were: Jane Collard , Mildred Fluck, Anita 
1Gillett, Elna Hortie, Laurence Jacobs, 
Lois Ann Jones and Phyllis Kefalas. 

Pacific Square was the scene of the 
Blue Book Ba ll , and we recognized many 
faces we had n't see n for a long time. 
In the receiving line were Lt. Comdr. 
and Mrs. Chesney Moe, and Lt. and 
Mrs. Dudley Robinson. Also ran into 
Bob Menke, Joe Suozzo, and Dick Wool
ley, all Lieutenants (jg) from the 33 who 
had gone to Northwestern in 1943 and 
all back from overseas. Bob was oversea s 
in the Pacific , and the other two were 
in the ETO. All three are at t he amphib 
base in Coronado; Lt. (jg) Bob White, 
former cheer leader, back from flying 
heavy Navy planes over the Pacific; 
Midshpn. Wayne Warl ick, Tau Delt, 
who has another year at Annapoli s; Lt. 
(jg) Chesley Jones, back from the Pa
cific and the "Fighting 'Lady" ; Lt. Joe 
Rogers, returned from lwo Ji_ma and 
wearing the Purple Heart; Lt. (1g) Herb 
Tompkins, stationed at the NAS follow
ing his sojourn on carriers in the Pacific; 
Ens. La Verne Brown, USN; Lt. Bud 
Schmid; 1Dick Emery, USMCR; and ·Bob 
Kennedy of the Coast Guard. 

Th is yea r the belles of the Blue Book 
Ball were Lynn Lucas, Bee Jay Wilson, 
Barbara Mackay, Alice Bickham, M~ry 
Fox and ·Gloria Vallier. Fro m t hem , Alice 
1Bickham, a Theta Chi sponsored by Eta 
Omega Delta, was chosen quee n of the 
ba ll. She was crowned in t he trad itional 
ma nner by the Frosh president, Bob 
Horton. 

The newly elected officers of Associ
ated Students are llee Todd, president, 
Fay Waters, vice-president, Jeanne On
cley, secretary, and Don Derr, comn:iis
sioner of finance . Todd ca ll ed a meebng 
of his new counci l Thu rsday, June 14. 
G uests were Dean C. E. Peterson, Bob 
Lantz, a nd Bob •Breitbard, new coach . 
Entertainment of the day was t he t ry
outs fo r song- leaders fo r the coming 
year. We'll soon be si nging the old fight 
songs under the leadership of Martha 
Brown, Patsy Brown, a nd Shirley Brown. 
Alternates chosen were Barbara Lowe 
and Bee Jay Wilson. 

~ 
Lt. Raymond Harper completed his 

missions in t he Philippines and is to 
be home soon. 



AZTEOS ON THE HOME FRONT 
By Marion Bowler 

Hi there Aztecs-Here 's hoping you 
can turn back to "Chapter '40" and 
picture these people yo u used to see 
havi ng cokes in the caf', or leaning 
against old Monte in the sun , or cheer
ing at State's games. 

Marjorie (ErnstingJ Stooke and yo ung 
daughter spent a sojou rn with her hus
band, Lt. Charles Stooke, in Long Beach 
this month while his shi p was undergoing 
repairs. 

Barbara (Ernsting) Dennis is bu sy with 
two yo un g sons a nd a garden while her 
husband, Pfc. Howard, is with the air
borne engineers in France. Howa rd ex
pects to see a change of scenery to the 
Pacific. 

Melba (Southern) McCormack ha s 
turned her hand to secretarial work at 
the San Diego Naval Hospita l with the 
start of the war , and husband Gene 
gives hi s atte ntion to th e in spection of 
planes at Convair. 

Virginia Taggart is teaching Home 
Economics at Roosevelt Junior High. 
She will study for her Masters aga in this 
summer at USC. 

Jeanne Brazeale works hard for the 
Rya n Aeronau tical Co. and relaxes- it 
says he re-ice skati ng. 

Norma (Boldman) Pyle and Ray Pyle 
have an ado rqble 21 -months-old daugh
t er. Ra y is Assistant Flight Test Engineer 
at Ryan's. 

Mary Lynn is active in USO wor k. A 
great student of Spanish, she traveled 
one summer to Mexico City; last sum
mer to Guatemala; and next summer 
she 'll venture to South Am erica. 

Major George Prodanovich formed 
the B-25 base at Enid, Oklahoma , where 
he and his bride, the former Pat Mc
Kinney of 'San Antonio, are living . 

1Barney deSelm is giving specia l aid 
to the war effort as Assista nt to the 
Chi ef of Flight at Convair. He was re
cently elected prexy of the Aero Club 
which was formed to get civilian flying 
under wa y. 

Evelyn (Lory) Edwards is working hard 
at Solar to speed the return of her hus
band , Major Sam Edwards. He was dee-. 
orated with the Bronze Star Medal for 
outstanding work with the Medical Ad
ministration Corps in landin g in France 
on D-Day. For two month s he acted as 
ma yor of a G erma n town during the 
mili tary occupation. 

Eva Louise (Caldwell) Garaglinano 
teaches dramatics in a Los Angeles high 
school; her husband, Cedric, is working 
for hi s Master's in L.A. 

Lt. Eric Pfefferkorn, former State track 
man, will claim Nancy ·Rogan as hi s 
bride soon. 

Mi ss .Ruth Ann Trupin, State College 
graduate , became the bride of Marine 
Lt. Sam Solomon. 

Lt. James Russell 'Lowell, who recently 
graduated from the Douglas Army Air
fi eld School in Arizona, made the trip 
to the altar with Dorothy Evelyn Tull. 

Cpl. Phyllis Llewellyn, who serves her 
country as an air Wac, became the 
bride of Walter Ambler, U. S. Coa st 
Guard. 

U. Orville Nordberg and Miss Iris 
Drake were married recently in San 
Dieg o. The bride is from Portland. 

Mr. Harvey Jean Urban and Miss 
Joyce Brubaker a lso we re married re
cently. 

Lt. Comdr. Claude Kishler, one of 
'State College's most experienced naval 
officers, married Lt. (jg) Ha;:el Marjorie 
Sinclair, USNR, formerl y of Smith Col
lege. It took a wedding to let us know 
that Claude is now a two and a half 
striper. 

Lt. (jg) Robert Menke and Pat Herney 
were married recentl y here in San Diego. 
Dr. Harvey Jean Urban and Joyce Bru
baker al so were married. 

Lt. Comdr. and Mrs. Robert G. Dose 
(Betty Curtis) have a new son, Curtis 
Richard. Thei r other child, Carole Lynn, 
is two and a half. The Curtis' are in 
Green C ove Springs, Fl orida. 

U. Oakley M. Hall, USMCR, and 
Miss ·Barbara Edinger we re married in 
Berkeley earlier this month . 

U. John K. Sinderholm, USMCR, and 
Miss Evelyn Andert were ma rried at 
Cherry Point, N. C. 

Virginia Ascher wa s married to Lt. 
Comdr. D. R. Sharp at the Naval Hos
pital Chapel in San Diego. 

F / 0 and Mrs. Fred Eisert (Carrol Faye 
Thompson) have a son five months old. 
His name is Christopher Dale. Fred re
ports that Capt. Hal Hevener and Capt. 
Richard Couts are both flying wounded 
men out of Okinawa to various hospitals 
betwee n there and the States. 

~ 
La st month in the column on Home 

Front News an error was made in re
porting. Charlotte Morrison is engaged 
to U. (jg) Samuel D. Erwine, not married 
to him. He is on a ship in the Pacific, 
and Charlotte and he are to be married 
when he returns. We are so rry a bout the 
error, and we hope to report the wed
ding at an early date. 

Charlotte reports that her sister, 
Eleanor (Mrs. Roderick SteddomJ has a 
son two years old and that Rod is in 
the Navy down at the Naval Tra ining 
Cente r. LCP. 

~ 
S/ .Sgt. William B. Boone is in Austria 

with the Co. A of the 63rd Armored 
Infantry. His outfit had rough ·going for 
a long time, but we hope that thi ngs 
are better with them by thi s time. We 
read a lot about the I I th Armored, and 
they really had a record. LC P. 
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THE AZTEC COACHING STAFF 
By Bill Cordtz 

Tribune~Sun Sports Writer 

San Diego State College is indeed 
lucky to secure such ca pable and am
biti ous yo ung coaches to carry it 
t hroug h its first year of return to a full 
sports program. The three-Bob Breit
bard, football; Estel Robertson, basket
ball, and Alex Alexander, track-have 
already begun to mold their plans for 
winn ing teams in all three sports. 

Brei tbard graduated from State Col
lege in 1941, after earning hi s letter for 
three years in footba ll and being voted 
all-coriference guard . After graduation 
he coached the highly successful 194 1 
frosh tea m. For the last three years 
Breitba rd ha s been at Hoover High as 
assistant football coach and head base
ball coach. 

Th irty-three prospective gridders 
greeted "Smilin' Bob" on June 13 , when 
a banquet was given at Scripps Cottage 
in their honor. Before openi ng workouts 
September I, the num ber is expected to 
swel l to nearl y 50 . The team will consist 
of severa l discharged veterans, a few 
4-F's and plenty of 17-year-old s. 

For his system Breitbard says he will 
use an unbalanced line, with . a split 
tack le and an unbalanced T shift in g into 
a single win g. "I've never seen anything 
quite like it , but we used it pretty suc
cessfull y on the '41 frosh team so I'm 
going to see what it can do," he said. 

Basketball Mentor Estel Robertson is 
a graduate of Greeley State College, 
Colorado , where he was a three-year 
basketball letterman. He has played in 
several nationa l A.A.U. tournaments in 
Denver and served as a high school 
coach for several years before coming 
to San Diego as physical director of the 
Y.M .C.A. two years ago. 

Alex Alexa nd er, who will handle track, 
is a 1941 State graduate . He has been 
supervi so r of physical education for the 
La Mesa school district for the last three 
years, during whi ch time his junior high 
teams have won 2 10 contests while 
losing 21. La st season hi s junior high 
team was undefeated, numbering among 
its victims the Class C teams from both 
San Diego and Grossmont highs. It also 
won both the county and city junior 
high track championships. During hi s 
competing days, Alexa nder was one of 
the most versatile trackmen in the Unit
ed States, competing in every event 
except the pole vault and di stance 
events. 

~ 
Lt. (jg) Don Woods, who wa s in the 

MTO , saw Lt. Walter Harrington of the 
Canadian army. Walter had the Military 
Cross, thi rd hi ghest decoration that he 
could have ea rned. Don hauled Walter 
in his landing craft, on an inva sion in 
Ital y. 



PVT. HERMAN 5. AiDDLESON 

This year's annual, Del Sudoeste, was 
dedicated to the Gold Star men. In it 
are pictures of t hose who are listed 
below. You may proc u ~e o copy of the 
annual for $3.08 by ordering through:. 

The Aztec Shops 
San Diego State College 
San Diego 5, Calif. 

You may also order last year's annual 
at the same address. El Palenque, which 
is the college literary ma.gazine, can be 
purchased for 25 cents. Jayne Dempsey 
and Jeanne Oncley edited the annual, 
and Phyllis Kefalas edited El Palenque. 

(The above are not connected with 
the News Letter and should not be or
dered through this office .) 

Pvt. Herman Addleson, whose picture 
appears above and also in the annual, 
was chosen by your editor to introduce 
the topic of annuals as he was, accord
ing to the many notes that have come 
in, one of our most beloved and missed 
Gold Star men . We all loved Herman 
for his willingness and cheerfulness, and 
we miss him at every basketball game 
and every other college function. Too 
bad we can't run all of the pictur.es of 
our 95 men killed but you may see the 
pictures of the following in. the Del Su~ 
doeste for 1945: 

John E. Abbott, R. L. Adair, Herman 
·- Addleson, Martin F. Anderson, Roger 

Armbrister, Allen Bailey, John W. Bas
sett, Jack N. Berg, John Burdette Bink
ley, John William Borum, Warren Brown, 
Wesley E. Carter, Thomas H. Cozens, 
T. J . Davies, Sherman Denny, Charles 
Dowell. W. P. Eby, Howard J. Engle, 
George J. R. Ewing. 

Paul A. Fern , Howard Flisrand, Ly
man J . Gage, Joseph Norman Gates, 
Frank J. Guasti, Warren Edward Hand, 
W. Headington, Arthur N. Kelly, James 
D. Koeste'r, Robert J. Landis, Wendell 
E. Langford, Maurice C. Morrell, Ken
neth B. Moyer, Raymond W . Mueller, 
Frank Oliver, R'obert C . Peterson, Craig 
Potter, George D. Rosado, Frank Ryan. 

Richard J. Sawaya, Edward L. Searl, 
M. B. Sherwood , William B. 'Shropshire, 

Robert H. Smith, J . Stevenson, Clarence 
F. Terry, Walter L. Tichenor, Leo P. 
Volz, Donald Webber, Clea E. Williams, 
Maurice Wilson and Louis Massey Winn. 

~ 
THE DEVELOPING STATE COLLEGE 

PROGRAM 
By President Walter R. Hepner 

Your Alma Mater's future is bright! 
The enrollment dropped from 2300 in 
1940-1941 to 900 in 1943-1944 and 
then it came up to 1200 thi s la st year. 
Our plans are set for 1500 students for 
1945-1946. 

Our budget will provide for fifteen 
additional faculty members. The en
larged instructional staff will make pos
sible the offering of eighty-five addi
tional courses spread over twenty-six 
different subject fields. Former faculty 
members who will return next year are 
Professors Baker, Haskell, Lesley, Mead, 
Nichols and Ross. Those who have re
signed are Profes~ors Allen, Cal!and, 
Eubank, Gross, Hunt and Messner. 

Post-war building plans include pro
visions for an Art Building, an Indus
trial Arts Building, and additional hous
ing for Science, Speech Arts and Radio, 
and Commerce. 

The Legislature has passed a bill 
which authorizes the College to give 
graduate courses which lead to the Gen
eral Secondary Supervisory and Admin
istrative Credentials. When Governor 
Warren signs this bill, which we are 
fully expecting, the State Colleges will 
become full-fledged teacher training in
stitutions. 

We sincerely hope that many of you 
former Aztecs and your friends will be 
able soon to take advantage of the 
expanded opportunities here at •State. 
Our interest in your activities and our 
hope for your early return to civilian 
status are matched only by our appre
ciation of the contributions you are 
making in your various and far-flung 
assignments. 

~ 
OUR ATHLETIC PROGRAM 

By Dean C. E. P.eterson 
San Diego State College will field a 

football team next fall, and if man 
power and transportation do not take 
a decided turn for the worse, a fairly 
complete schedule of competitive sports 
will be included in the plans for the 
1945-46 college year. 

There are a number of problems fac
ing the administration in making the 
decision. Many colleges have side
stepped it and plan to re-enter the field 
a year later. Whether or not there will 
be sufficient manpower to field a team, 
whether transportation problems will be 
worse than they were during the past 
year, and whether a schedule could be 
secured, are among the problems faced 
by the Student-Faculty Athletic Com
mittee . Another important item to be 
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considered was that if the war was to 
take a decided o,ptimistic turn, some of 
the men who ar · 6n military leave would 
return to the college where they are nat
urall y entitled to their position and plans 
had to be made for coaching on a part 
time basi s. Bill Cortz, in another article 
gives you an excellent idea of the as
si stance which will be given the sports 
program for the coming year. 

In order to determine the available 
man power the county and city high 
sch ools were canvassed and a p,oll taken 
of the available football material in col
lege. It was thought after a rather thor
ough check up that suffici ent men would 
be he re to field a team. Letters were 
then sent out to every college in South
ern California and the University of Ari
zona to determine whether or not a 
schedule was possible. Santa Barbara, 
University of Arizona, and California 
Polytechnic Institute have decided not 
to field teams for the coming year. The 
College of t he Pacific had a schedule 
wi t h the larger colleges and said that 
for financial and prestige reaso ns it was 
to their advantage to schedule the serv
ice teams and the members of the Pa
cific Coast Conference. However, a 
very acceptable schedule was finally ar
ranged after making a to ur of the 
Southern California college group. The 
schedule at present, which lacks verifi
cation in one or two items , is: 

University of Redlands, here, Septem
ber 29. 

California Institute of Technology, 
here, October 6. 

U.S.C. Junior Varsity, October 13 . 
Bye, October 20. 
Fresno State College, at Fresno, Oc

tober 27. 
Pomona College, here, November 3. 
San Jose State College, here, Novem

ber 16. 
It was necessary to schedule some of 

the colleges earlier than was desirable 
because they were dependent on mili
tary units for men to play football, and 
many of them feel that they will lose 
these military units the latter part of 
October. 

Many problems are still ahead before 
State is back in the sports program in 
full stride. The field has to be recondi

. tioned; the staff has to be augmented; 
and most of all, some of the fine ath
letes who represented State in the past 
and who are called into service, will 
probably have to clean up this war sit
uation and then return to State and 
carry on in the Aztec uniform. Many 
have already written in telling of their 
plans, and we are expecting a return 
of a large number of our students who 
still have a number of years to finish 
at State and elsewhere before their 
education is completed. We a·ll hope 
and pray that that day of return will 
be soon at hand. 




