
































about all | can do is verify the part
about rain, cold, mud and then blast
furnace winds. I've looked the paper
over but haven't seen any mention of
anyone having a few good times. There
are some pretty good parts in Africa, in
fact much better than could be ex-
pected. After four months of sweating
‘em out with the British Army | got
homesick for Americans so went back to
Algiers and that city was the biggest
surprise of my life. Large beautiful
buildings, street cars and just about ev-
erything except American girls and |
don't speak French outside of 'oui, oui,
merci and cest laguerre,' all of which
doesn't get you very far. Some day
I'm going to find out what they mean.

"l tasted some Sicilian ice cream yes-
terday (the first since leaving the
States). It tastes just like a barber shop
smells and one dose cures most any-
thing. After making both the Sicilian
and African invasions I'm ready to come
home, but I'm afraid Uncle might have
other plans so in the meantime how
about more News Letters and an Aztec
now and then if it's possible?

"How about hearing from a few Phi
Lambs? Just received a Christmas card
—it was a little late—from Bill Sage, an
erstwhile Stater now flying for the Ma-
rine Corps."

IS

Cpl. W. L. Post, U.S.M.C., wrote
from ""Somewhere in the South Pacific'":

"We still haven't moved and there
hasn't been any excitement for a couple
of weeks—none to speak of. There
hasn't been much mail lately, but there
is a reason for it this time. It should
pick up shortly.

"lI've been eating with an air group
and their chow is the best on the rock.
Ours literally (censored by LCP). Before
we had fresh meat about twice in a
month — maybe —so I'm very lucky
about the eats.

"On the whole, things look a lot bet-
ter. It's unbelievable how fast things
change, but they still don't change fast
enough to suit me. P.S.: | feel myself
getting very Asia-atic."

Dear Wally:

| thought that you and some of the
other fellows might like to get a printed
letter from the "old country," so here it
goes. Thanks for the nice letters. | get
a lot of pleasure from them—except
when they contain bad news.

Your mother is well. The Interaational
Red Cross has about convinced her that
the prisoners held in Germany are not
too bad off. It seems that the main idea
Ernie conveys is that he is a little
ashamed of getting knocked down and
that he let us down by not being able
to keep on fighting. How's that for
being a real scrapper?

The stars going up on the panel cause
mixed emotions. Those gold stars get

ou, especially when it's fellows that you
Znew real well. You remember Paul Fern,
how he got knocked out trying to stop
Bob Cozens in that spring game, and
how he was manager, mascot, and
everything else to the basketball team.
And then there's Milky, and you remem-
ber Johnny Butler—not the Little All-
Am. He was your center whea you did
your best kicking. Well, he was shot
down at Midway. There are 45 gold
stars up there for killed and missing Az-
tecs, but | counted those killed in train-
ing, such as Allen Bailey, Sherman
Denny, and Frank Oliver. It's all the

same war.

Then there are the red stars for the
prisoners. Augustine Apra, John
Megrew, and Bob Newsom had the
great misfortune of falling prisoner to
the Japs. Less bad off are Horace Bow-
man, Jerry Thomas, Richard Kenney,
who are prisoners on the other side.
They can write, and they can receive
packages. And besides, they will come
home sooner.

| point to the blue stars with pride.
They &re for decorations and there are
34 of them. Don't you feel proud of
George Piburn, Buster Murphy, Hal
Hevener, and all of those kids that you
used to run around with? | wish the rest
of them would let us know about their
decorations as | am sure that | don't
have half of them. But all | can do is
wait.

This time | departed from my previ-
ous plan of not using servicemen's pic-
tures in the News Letter. | am sure no
one will begrudge any small honor that
we can bestow upon Griff. Too bad we
can't use the picture of every man that
deserves it. In that case, the News Let-
ter would look like the AZTECS IN
SERVICE panel—if they would only
send in the other 600 pictures that we
need to complete it.

| have often wondered if you read
Emie Pyle's column on the Mediter-
ranean campaign. We never fail to read
it and send it on to Bill in the South
Pacific, and then he passes it on to
other marines until it is worn out. Quite
often someone asks me what he can do
for the fellows so | figured out a way.
Any fellow overseas who wants the
column should send in his name and I'll
get a civilian here to save the column
and mail it once a week. This is an offer
of service to any Aztec who wants it.
There is no doubt in my miad that Ernie
is the best war reporter now writing.
Shake his hand for me and tell him so
if he ever goes your way.

We got another bad break in mailing.
We have been putting 6¢c on each News
Letter mailed overseas to soldiers. Mar-
ines and sailors have been getting theirs
for Ic each when we used precanceled
stamps. Then the new ruling went into
effect and the result—éc on every copy
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going to anyone overseas. Since we
have about 500 men overseas—I| haven't
counted the sailors and marines yet—
you can see that we were hard hit.

| am sure you wondered how much
this thing costs. Well, it's more than you
might have guessed, but we get 2,700
copies. For setting up, proof-reading,
the picture and the printing, it is about
$101. With the postage, it is about
$150 per month. But we are getting
along fine—at least for several months
to come.

Neyenesch does the printing, and Hal
Brucker, the man who broadcasts the
ball games, sees that | get everything in
it the way that | want it. Never having
been an editor before. | had to start
from scratch and build it up the way
that | wanted it. Now that | am on old
timer i1 the business, don't expect any
revolutionary changes in the form of the
News Letter. |'m getting conservative!

After you get home, I'll loosen up and
report weddings, engagements, and fur-
loughs. Just think, | wouldn't even tell
you .f your best gir—on States side—
got married. How's that for keeping
military secrets?

Wally, | wish you could see us put up
the News Letter. Even after the ad-
dresses are all typed it takes about 60
hours of work of folding, stuffing, past-
ing on addresses, and stamping return
addresses. We usually do it at the
campus but at this writing | am making
plans to do it all at our house. | have
invited about 18 or 20 people to come
over and help and make on evening of
it. Your mother is to be here and be
co-hostess with Mrs. Post. | have in-
vited Major Rodney, Mrs. Dorothy Rod-
ney, and some other people that you
and Joe would know.

We may have a surprise little insert
sheet for you in the next issue. I'll see
what the student body and the Aztec
editor think about it. Ed Herzig seemed
to like the idea.

As for the home town Wally, one of
the many changes you would find would
be in the restaurants. There are precious
few of them and what they have to of-
fer is pretty slim. Nor is tt;e help what
it used to be. In every line civilians are
urged to spend less and buy more
bonds. For the most part, it is rather
easy to do because there aren't so many
things to spend money for.

| have lost 15 pounds in the last five
months, which is a change for the
better. It may be the rationing, but |
blame it on the News Letter. My wife
blames it on rope-spinning. You know,
that is pretty good exercise. No man
that edits very many letters from the
fighting fronts would ever kick about
what he has at home.

Best of luck,
[SEEPs




